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Mr Deab Dr. Moban, 

You are already aware the following biographical 
notices, regarding a holy and learned Irishman, had 
been prepared to form the substance of a lecture. It 
was delivered in our city under the auspices and at 
the request of members constituting the charitable 
Society of St. John the Evangelist.* The object of 
this Religious Confraternity, being to promote the 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy, furnished 
motives sufficient to engage sympathy and coopera- 
tion. It was your good pleasure, with the present 
change of title, form, notes, and emendations, which 

• On the lOth of September, 1858, in Alderman Crott/a Great 
Rooms, Christ Churcli Place. The original title of this Lecture was 
"The Life, Labours, and Learning of jKngua [he Cnldee, Irish Monk 
and-Author of the Eighth Century". 
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met your kind approval, to wish a subsequent pub- 
lication, in the Irish Ecclesiastical Record. Having 
appeared in successive numbers of that most useful 
and erudite periodical, owing so much of its interest 
and value to your enlightened zeal and literary 
ability, I hav^ now ventured to reproduce this 
memoir as a separate issue, and without material 
alteration. 1 am very sensible of its many imperfec- 
tions, and I feel altogether assured, that future his. 
toric Investigators will be able to correct the writer's 
various oversights and inaccuracies. However, it 
must be admitted, Irish Hagiology presents a difficult 
field in which to labour ; nor are its fruits yet suffi- 
ciently ripe for the harvest. 

To no other person than yourself could the writer 
more appropriately dedicate this little biographical 
tract. He might indeed desire to render it much 
more worthy of your acceptance, and much less 
liable to the fair strictures of a candid criticism. It 
is ofifered, however, as an humble tribute to real good- 
ness of disposition and to distinguished talents, com- 
bined in just proportions. The services you have 
rendered to Irish ecclesiastical history and biography 
are destined, I fondly trust, to insure a prospective 
increase. They have already deserved and obtained 
national approbation. 

With every sentiment of true esteem and respect, 
my dear Dr. Moran, receive assurances of obligation 
and regard from your faithful servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 

Dublin : SS. Michael and John, 
Feast of the^Immaculate Conception, 1868, 
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[ I. — Introduction. — Sources of biography to illustrate the acts of 
St. ./Eiigus. — IJis pedigree and early life. — He studies at the 
monastery of Clonenagb. — Monastic training and learning. 

If the life of every good man can be presented "to point a 
moral and adoin a tale", some account regarding the laboura, 
learning, and life of a holy Irish monk, who flourished in the 
eighth and ninth centuries, may claim attention and interest, 
■when brought before Irish readers. They serve to illustrate the 
habits and usages of our early monasticism. Our regards can- 
not be lessened towards the subject of this biographical notice, 
"because be has deserved to rank among the host of Irish saints. 
,As a poet, too, his life abounds in the romance of reality. Much 
could we desire to glean fuller particulars respectiug him, and 
to render his name and works more popularly known and appre- 
dated, than they have hitherto been. We can only offer some 
hrief biographical statements, and a necessarily imperfect analysis 
regarding his valuable writings. The time must soon arnve, 
when more satisfactory and learned efforts will make the vene- 
rable name of JLngua the Culdee be remembered and invoked, 
by every pious and enlightened Irish Catholic. 

The acts of this illustrious saint, known generally to Irish 
scholars as iEngus the Hagiologist, have been published by 
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Colgan, at the 11th of March.' This latter researchiul writer 
doubted not, that the life of Saint JE.ag\is had been written at 
iiill length, and had been acceaaibie, at a more remote period. 
But Colgan complaioa that thia life was not available, at the time 
he had been engaged in pubhshing the acts of our Irish saints. 
However, the virtues of .^n^ua have been specially recorded, 
by some old writer, who prefixes an argument or an introduc- 
tion to this s^nt'a existing writings. Another Irish poet, like- 
wise bearing the name ol .dingus, has celebrated the Culdee's 
praises in certain verses, sufficiently indicative of great anti- 
quity.* 
.^ngus the Culdee, Hometimes named ^ngusius Hagiogra- 

Ehus, or .^neas, is said to have been descended from Coelbach, 
ing of Ireland.' The name of his father was .^ngavan, called 
in Harris' Ware* Oengobhan, the son of Oblein, the son ofFid- 
hraue, according to a genealogy made out for him in our Mar- 
tyrologies.' He was sprung from the royal race of the Datara- 

' See ColgHn's ^«a Sancioriiin Siiemi'ae, m. jWartii, Vka £ngussa, m. 579 
to GS3. 

* Colgan's Acta Sanctorum Sibemiae, xi, Martii. Vila S. ^ngussii, cap. iL 
p. 679. In note 5, p. 682, Colgan remarks, the author of thii metrical life, in 
tlie penultimate verse of hia panegyric on the eaint, pruTS that he may enjoy 
with tiis namceake the blies of etemal life. He extols St. ^ogua with surpasa- 
ing encomium I, gutting that the saint was of ten engaged in colloquies vritb celes- 
tial apirits. He atylea St, Mogaa the Suo of Western Europe. On account of 
those ttuDga related regarding the studies of our saint in his youthful days, hia 
daily and wonderful exercises, his rare homility and austerity, the day of his 
death, b^ng /eria sexto, the place of hia burial, and such like notices, Colgaa 
is under on impreaston, that the writer most have been a friend of St. ,;Gngua, 
and bavelived contemporaneously ■with him. Wherefore, owing to the concur- 
rences of time, neighbourhood, aod great eruditioD,it is suppoaed, that the writer 
bad been uo other than ,£ngus, Abbot of CIuain-fearta-Molua, who died in the 
year 868. See O'Donovan's Amials of th& Four Musters, vol. i. pp. 492, 493. 
Colgan says, froiu the metrical panegyric, and the scholiast who wrote a pre- 
face to the Festilogy of j^ngua, he derived all hia materials for the life of this 
aaint. A few particulars only are excepted, and these were drawa from other 
eoorces. See Colgm'a Acta Sanclarum Hihemiae, xL Mariit, n. 5, p. SB2, 

> The following is St. ^^ngus' pedigree, as contained in a pretk» to his 
Felir€, in the Leabhar Breae, B. I. A., Dnblin : " Aengus, the son of Oengoba, 
son of Oi/en, son of Fidra, sou of Diarmait, son of Ammirt, son of Cellar, son 
of Oengas, aon of Nataluagk, wu of Caelbad [of the Rudrician or Ultonian race, 
who was monarch of Erion, and wasilun, a.i>. 357], son of CrmabadraijBoa of 
Eoehtadh Cobat'. See Professor Eugene O'Curry's Lectares on lAi Manuscript 
Maitriala of Aactent Irish Biaton/, Lect xvii. p. 363, and Appendix, No. cxL 
p. 609. 

* Vol. ii. Tlie Writers oj Ireland. Book i. p. 61. ■ 

' Such is an account left us by the anonymous scholiast on the Festilogium ot 
Aengna, and to whom allusion has been made, as alao in the Saaeiilogium 

Geneaiujicum, cap, 23, where hia genealogy is given in theae words ;"S,jEfijus- 
ntti Rlim ^ngavard, F. Sol/Unii, F. Fidrai, F. Uiermilii, F. AnmiTechi, F. Cel- , 
larU, F. ^ngasm, F Nattlui^a, F. Coelbada, F. Crtinnii Badhrai, F. EodiadH 

Cobkae, F. Lugadii, F. Soisii, F. Imehadii, F. FelAltmidO, F. CataO, F. FiacA 
Aradii, a i^uo Dalaradionini famiiia nominalur". See Colgan's Acta Sanctis- i 
nun BibtTttiae, li MariiL Vila S Mngnmi, nn. 1 et 3 p. 682. 
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djana in Ulster,' and lie was born in Ireland, about the middle 
of the eighth century. Almost from infancy, he deserved the 
appellation Culdee^ at worshipper of God, which surname ho 
afterwards bore. From the dawning perceptions of childhood, 
he felt an earnest desire of devoting himself to a religious life. 
He practised mortification to an extraordinary degree, even in 
}aa youth ; and he conceived most exalted ideas of Christian per- 
fection, the attainment of which was an object, ever uppermost 
in his mind. 

About this time, the great monastery of Clonenagh, inOssory, 
nndei direction of the saintly Abbot Malathgenius,' enjoyed a 
high reputation, both for the number and sanctity of its inmates. 
^ngus preferred his suit for admission within its enclosure, and 
his request was favourably received. But his early noviciate, in 
the exercise of all virtues, had preceded the care bestowed by 
that holy abbot, on his youthhd disciple. His d^!y progress in 
the patlis of Christian sanctity, and his advancement in sacred 
learning, were aided by application and capacity, to such an ex- 
traordinary degree, that in a short time he bore the reputation of 
being one among the most sanctifiedand erudite men, of whom 
Itel^d could then boast. 

An ingenious and a distinguished French writer,* capable 
from his peculiar Une of study to pronounce opinions on thia 
subject, has ably vindicated the progress made in sacred learning 

' Colgan'B jlcia Sanctorum flBerniae, 21. Martii. ',Vita S. jEngussii, txp. i. 
p. 579. 

• " Toland pretends (iVazarenus, Letter ii. sect. 3) that the surname CeiU Be 
pven to jEiiguB indicated an office or partictJar sort of profession, and that he 
wasoneof Chat sort of cleigjinen, who haro been afterwards called Culdan. 
Bat j^lnguB was a monki whereas the Culdees, as will be seen elsewhere, were 
the eecnlar canons of cathedral or collegiate chiirchee, mcb as we call preben- 
dariea. It ie a palpable mistake to suppose, that they were a monastic order. 
The title, Ceile De, as applied to JEngua, had nothing to do with them; and it 
la more than probable that in liia time there was not ae yet any iuch institution 
aa that of thote *o much talked of Culdees. Angus's surname waa peculiar to 
Iiimself, nnless it should he supposed that all that is said of hig bavmg been a 
monk, etc., is false. Many Irish namea began with Ceile, Celt, or with the corres- 
pnnding word Gilta, followed bf that of our Baviour or some Saint" — Lanigan's 
Jiccltsiailical History of Ireland, vol. ill, C. xx. S X. n. 96, p. 248. 

' The death of " Maelaithgen, Abbot of Cluain-Eidhneach", occurred in the 
yeai 7G7. See O'Donovan's Aanais of Ike Four Masters, vol. L pp. 370, 371. 
The feast of St. Malathgeniua is obeerred on the Slst of October, and St. 
.^Qgua mnst have been his disciple before the year 7GT. For aa Chat other 
^ngos, who wrote the euto^^ of our Saint in elegant metre, has htid us that 
^ngUB the Culdeo studied from boyhood in the monastery of Cloneaagh, and 
afterwards, when he bad been celebrated for his miracles, he lived in the monas- 
tery of Tallagh, before St. Meh-uan's death, a.d. 787. It is supposed, therefore, 
to follow, that he studied in the monastery of Clonenagh under the aforesaid 
abbot. See Colgan's Acta Sanctorum Hibemiae, xi. Marlii, a. 4, p. GS2. 

* M. de la Villemarqne, of the French Institute, has publisbed a most inter- 
reating article on the Poetry of the Celtic CloisterB. It appeared in the No- 
vember number of Le Correipondanl for 18G3. 
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and science among the pupils of our early schools. When 
the Celt became a Christian and a monk, his love of numbers 
still remained, and his conceptions becoming spiritualised 
by the aspirations after perfection, which he daily breathed 
heavenward, poetic inspiration was the happy residt. Study, 
with manual labour, divided cloistral occupations, and through 
study this inspiration became fruitful. The saints of Ireland, 
intent only on making their disciples spiritual men, one day 
found to tneir surprise they had created poets. The genius of 
these poets was varied, as the crowd of strangers that thronged 
the schools. Their compositions may be reduced imder the 
heads of didactic poetry, lyrical poetry, Amras or panegyrics, 
legends strictly so called, Felires or Festologies, visions, and 
navigations or voyages. All these have their special features 
of interest and edification. However, owing to various causes, 
facts were now and then changed into fictions. But M. de la 
Villemarque is far from agreeing with those, who consider ro- 
mances regarding the saints as worthless. According to him, 
the portraits of saints simply underwent the fate of all heroes 
belonging to early ages ; and yet, between the sacred and pro- 
fane legends there exists a great difference. In what profane 
legend do we ever find an express caution to the reader, that, 
beside the literal and historical sense, there is also a spiritual 
meaning to be drawn from the narrative?^ That delicate and 
sound morality which marks the legends of the Breton and 
Irish saints, has been specially dwelt on by a modem critic. For 
freshness, richness of invention, and national characteristics, no 
church has aught to compare with them. And all Celtic 
scholars will acknowledge this high degree of praise to be fully 
deserved. 

Accounts which are given respecting the miracles and 
sanctity of ^ngus, and the evidences of his learning that 
yet remain, are more than equalled by that profound humility 
which led him to form a most abject opinion regarding his own 
deserts. The manner in which he renounced this world and 
the applause of mankind, must deserve unbounded admiration, 
although it may fail to induce the imitation of all professing 
Christians. His mind was replenished with heavenly graces, 
and he was favoured with celestial visions. He combined the 
rare gifts of profound wisdom and singular zeal, in all his 

1 M. de la Villemarque shows that Dante fully realized this double nature 
of the ancient legends. 

** Ye of intellect, 
Sound and enture, mark well the lore conceal*d 
Under close texture of the mystic strain**. 

Inferno, /X, 62.— Cary** Tranal 
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actions ami affections ; while it would be a diflicnlt question to 
decide, whether his virtues were greater than hia miraclea in 
sight of God and man. One thing, however, is certain, that 
the nobility of hia descent waa more than surpassed by the 
lustre of his virtuca. 

II. — St. ^ngua retires to Dysart Ems- — His austeritits. — Repu- 
tation for sanctity. — He visits the Church of Coolbanaglnr. — 
A vision of angels T/ie purpose it evoked. 

Some six or seven miles from Clonenagh, ^ngua had built a 
cell' for himself. Thither he frequently retired, to put in prac- 
tice, unknown and unnoticed, those rigorous observances which 
he followed. The locality of this cell hence derived ita name, 
Dyaartenos, or the desert of .^ngua," which it yet retaina. A 
broken range of limestone hills, of romantic and rugged outline, 
probably suggested to him the idea of ita suitableness as a place 
ibr secluwon and retreat. At the present day, the scenes of hia 
retirement present an aspect of sohtude and grandeur, the effect 
of which must have been considerably heightened in that early 
age.' An extensive tract of morass and bog now intervenes 
between the ruins of Cloncnagh's old monastery and Dysart- 

' That he bnilt a cell for himself at Dysart EaoB may tie inferred, not only 
from ttie expression vf ColEcan, " coluit erenmm", bat also from a statement 
that he recited Hie Srst flftj paalma " in oratorio", and the second fifty, " suh 
diu juxta proceram arborem oratorio ai3j ace n tern". See Acta SaaciorTim 
ffiberniae, xi. Manii, Vita S. Amgussii, cap. ili. p. 679. 

' The anonyinoita BChoIiast, already mentioned, calls it DUerl Mngais .- and 
the other ^ngas, who wrote oar saint's ealo^, writes it down as Oiserl^ 
Btlhedi. He likewise indiuates that it lay very near to Clonenagh. Colgna 
adds, " vel forte ab ipso oon eue diversum, in quatcnus ait in a, .Slnguasiuni 
esse in jam memorato deserto (et non addit quod non in Cluain-edlineach). et 
edncatum et sepultum". Wherefore, Colgan thinks the Desert ia question 
was identical with CluMn-edneacli, or at least that JBngue perchance died 
and had been baried in the place first named. Our annaU certainly show 
that a DutTlum ^ngussii difiered from Cluain-edhneach. These record that 
CoDB, son of Maelpadraig, Arctiinnech of Diseit-Oenghnaa and of Mun([airit, 
died A.D. 1033. See Colgan's4c(a Sanctorum Hiberniae, xi. Maria, n. 6, p. 
682 ; and O'Donovan's Annals of the Four Masters, Tol. ii. pp. 82fi, 827. In a 
note (y) ibid., I am certain, Dr. O'Donovan tell into an error, by identifying 
the latter Uisert-AGOgusa witli l>;sarC-EnoE, in the Queen's county. I feel 
eatiefied the Disert-Aenguesa and Muogairit, already named, were both 
aitnaled within the present coonty of Limerick. The former lay near Ballin- 
ganr, and the latter near Limerick city. 

' Near the Dysart mils, lies a beautiful demesne called Lamberton Faric 
Here, during the Wixard of the North's tour through IrelaJid in 1326, he was 
hospitably entertained by a former proprietor, the Bight Hon. Judge Moore, 
as may be seen, by conaulting Lockhart'a Life of Sir Waller Scott, chap. Ixiii. 
What Lockbart forgets to state, boneier, ia yet traditionally remembered in 
tbis Deightniirbood. Sir Walter is asid to have expressed himself, as being highly 
gratified by the scenic beauty of all this surrounding locality ; and it must ba 
allowed, few peraona I'ftd truer perceptions of taste and judgment, in refereiics 
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enos. This moorland must have rendered access between 
botl^ places, a matter of some difficulty to our saint. In this 
favourite retreat, we are told by his biographers, he was in the 
habit of making three himdred genuflections each day, and of 
reciting the entire Psalter. This latter office he divided into 
three separate portions : the first was said within the cell ; the 
second under a spreading tree of large growth, that cast its 
branches over his rude habitation ; and the third he repeated 
whilst tied by the neck to a stake, with half of his body plunged 
in a tub of cold water. Besides these extraordinary practices, 
he was continually employed in singing the praises of God, and in 
acquiring such an ascendancy over his passions, that to all save 
himself, ^ngus seemed to be an angel concealed in human 
form. 

Another and a learned authority has stated, that after leaving 
Clonenagh, St. ^ngus travelled into Munster, and that he 
founded the church of Disert Aengusa, at a place situated near 
BalUngarry, in the present coimty of Limerick.* We are told 
also that the primitive belfry, or round tower of this church, 
yet remains. There are good reasons for believing, however, 
that the latter church must have had its name from some other 
ssdnt, or person, named ^ngus ; for our saint is known to have 
settled not far from Clonenagh — in fact, so very near, that the 
localities Clonenagh and Dysartenos have been confounded by 
ancient scholiasts on his works.* Other circumstances, relating 
to his acts and incidents of his life, confirm our conclusions, that 
he lived, for some short time at least, in Dysartenos, a parish 
80 denominated, near the celebrated Rock of Dunamase, and a 
few miles from Maryborough. 

The fame of his sanctity difiused itself, to most distant parts 
of the country. Numbers flocked towards his retreat, to enjoy 
the pious conversation and exhortations of this holy anchorite, 
and to derive from his example and instructions those lessons of 
▼irtue which he could so well inculcate. Fearing the sugges- 

' See Professor Eugene 0*Curry's Lectures on the Mantacript Materiak of 
Ancient Irish History. Lect xviL p. 364. 

' ** All the country about Cluainenach for many miles, was, in the memory 
of men yet living, a great forest. ♦ ♦ ♦ • Desert JSngus (though the 
name be now lost) was some part of this great wood**. — Harris' [Vare^ vol ill. 
Writers of Ireland^ book i. pp. 51, 52, note D. Harris lived in the earlier 
part of the last century, when his principal works were published. He inti- 
mates, likewise, that the place of his birth was at or near Brittas, where hii 
father, Captain Lieutenant Hopton Harris of the Militia, took part in an en- 
gagement, during the Jacobite and Williamite wars in 1691. See Walter 
Harris* History of the Life and Reign of William the Third, book ix. pp. 316, 
817. Hence, we may^take it for granted, this writer had a good local know- 
ledge respecting Clonenagh and Disart Enos. But, because he did not advert 
to the possible identity of the later denomination with Desart ^ngus, he 
thought this place where St. ^ngus resided could not then be identified. 



I 

r 



I 



St. jEngviius Hagwgraphus. 7 

tions of vain-olory, and finding it a matter of utter impossibility 
to enjoy, in hia present abode, that perfect aeoluaion desired, in 
the practice of his aust«iitiea and devotions, iEngua took the 
resolution of departing in a secret manner, towards some other 
place of retirement. 

Before his departure, however, and on the route to his se- 
lected retreat, it was liis intention to visit the church of Cool- 
banagher,' for the purpose of offering up prayers to that God, 
whom he so faithfully served. Whilst engaged in this exercise, 
a vision of angels appeared to him. These blessed spirits 
seemed to surround a particular tomb. Celestial songs were 
heard by him, at the same time, the ravishing harmony of 
which gave him a foretaste of canticles, entoned by the beatified 
in heaven. He noted the tomb thus distinguished, and imme- 
diately dii'ected his steps to a priest serving the church, .^ngus 
made inquiries regarding the name and character of the deceased. 
He soon learned that the occupant of the tomb in question had 
been in early life a warrior, who retired from the profession of 
arms and devoted himself to a life of penance. This soldier of 
Christ had closed a long life of holy and spiritual warfare, a few 
days before such event, ^ngus was still more desirous to learn 
the practices, devotions, and penitential exercises of the soldier. 
His curiosity being gratified, he was unable to discover anything 
very unusual, in these hia religious observances, with the ex- 
ception of a practice he followed each morning and night, 
which was that of invoking the prayers of all saints, whose 
names occurred to his memory. From this relation given by 
the priest, the idea of composing a metrical hymn, in honour of 

' The old thurch of Coolbanaghcr ;et remainB ia a ruinous state, and ita 
■unouDding graveyard ia now used as a place of burial. Tradition aesigna la 
tlie building an early date of erection. There are two diviflionB in this church 
yet visible — most probably the nave and choir. A wall appears to hare sepa- 
rated both, but a, large painted doorway aEToided a communicatian. The nave, 
on the outside, measures thirty-two feet in length by twenty-two feet in 
breadth. The outside wall of the choir meaiures twenty-eight feet, in length, 
by sixteen feet, in breadth. The inside of the huildiug is filled with loose 
■tones and rubbish. A narrow low door, now stopped np with masonry, appears 
beneath an overshadowing mass of ivy, on the western gable ; and a door 
seems to have been subsequently opened, on the Eoutbem side wall, probably, 
when the former sue had been closed, A splayed window opened on either 
side ai the nave. A t^playcd and ruinous cast window formerly lighted the 
choir, the side walls of which are now nearly level with the ground. These 
are some descriptive particuUrs noticed during a visit to the spot, on the 10th 
of December, 1853. On that occasion, the writer took a pencil sketch of the 
old church ruins, as they appeared from the south-eait aide of the biutding. 
There are no tombs, at present, in the graveyard or church, but such as 
bear modem inscriptions. The old building is apparently of very great an- 
tiquity. It adjoins the ruins of Covlbanagher Castle, near the great Heath of 
Maryborough. In Sir Charles Cooie'a Statistical Surety of the Queen't 
CtMntv, we arc simply informed that " at Coolbanagher ore the ruins of k 
church and also of a castle". Chap. 2i. % 4. p. 136. 
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all the saints, took possession of his mind.* This hymn he in- 
tended to repeat to his death, although his sincere humility 
deterred him from the immediate prosecution of his project. 
-ZEngus, we are told, judged himself imfitted for such a task, 
and feared that the praises of the saints might be commemo- 
rated in a manner, hardly suited to the dignity and importance 
of his subject. 

III. — Sl jiEngus proceeds to the Monastery of Tallagh. — Seeks 
admission there in guise of a servant — Manual labour at a,grir 
cultural operations, — His humility and mortifications. — An 
accident which hefel him^ and his miraculoics cure. 

At this time St. Molruan presided over a great monastery on 
Tallagh Hill, in the present county of Dublin. Towards this 
religious house, our saint proceeded.* He appeared at the gate 

1 To this incident, allusion has been made by Thomas D*Arc7 MKree, in 
that beautiful dirge, composed on the lamented death of his friend Eugene 
CyCurry:— 

** Let those who love and lose him most, 
In their great sorrow comfort find, 
Remembering how heaven^s mighty host 

Were ever present to his mind; 
Descending on his grave at even, 

May they a radiant phalanx see- 
Such wondrous sight as once was given 
In vision to the rapt Culdee". > 

Instead of the buried person being called a ** soldier**, according to an account 
found in professor 0'Curry*s Lectures on the Manuscript Materials ofAncierU 
Irish History, he is said to have been " a poor old man, who formerly lived at 
the place. Wh&t good did he do? said Aengus. I saw no particular good by 
him, said the priest, but that his customary practice was to recount and invoke 
the saints of the world, as far as he could remember them, at his going to bed 
and getting up, in accordance with the custom of the old devotees. Ah ! my 
God, said Aengus, he who would make a poetical composition in praise of the 
saints should doubtless have a high reward, when so much has been vouch- 
safed to the efforts of this old devotee! And Aengus then commenced hit 
poem on the spot. He subsequently continued it gradually, and finished it as 
we have already seen*'. Lect. xvii. p. 365. According to the same learned 
authority, our saint commenced this poem, known as the Festology, at Cuil 
Bennchair in Offaly, continued it at Cluain Eidhnech, and finished it during 
his servitude at Tallagh. Ibid. If such be the case, it is probable St. ^ngus 
left Dysartenos, and spent some time in his alma mater at Cionenagh, betore 
he proceeded to Tallagh. 

' In this Report of the Census Commissioners of Ireland Jor the year 1851, 
part V. vol. i., we find a most valuable annaiistic reference to diseases and pes- 
tilences in this country from the earUest times to the present. In this able 
report, which does so much credit to the learning and research of Sir William 
Wilde, we find various accounts, which serve to furnish a derivation for Tal- 
laght or Tamlacht. The Annals commence with the first recorded pestilence, 
or Tamh — ^namely, that which destroyed ParthaIon*s colony, and which is 
referred by the Four Masters to a.m. 2820, according to the long chronology of 
the Septuagint. The entry by those annalists is, ** Nine thousand of Partha- 
lon*s people died in one week on Sean-Mhagh-Ealta-Edair— namely, five thou- 
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F of this monastery, and begged admission amongst tlic members 
of ita religious fraternity, in quality of lay brother, according to 
Colgan and Harris;' although Dr. Lanigaa tells us, that such a 
title was unknown in religious houses before the eleventh cen- 
tury,' He studiously concealed both his name and that of the 
monastery, in which he had hitherto lived ; for ^ngus was well 
aware, that his fame had already extended to the institute of 
Tallaght, which was then in its infancy. Wherefore, he assumed 
a habit, calculated most effectually to disguise his real condition. 
He concealed the fact of his enrolment in the ecclesiastical order, 

•sud men and font thousand women. Whence is (named) Tamlacht Muintira 
Parlhaloin" — "the pkce", addi Dr. Wilde, in his notice of the event, "now 
called Tallagbt, near Dublin ; and tlie tumuli of tliese earlj coloniits, who died 
from sodden epidemic, can bCiU be seen upon the bills in ita vicinitj. This is 
the first recorded peatLlence in Ireland. The Irieh word Tamh meaQs an epide- 
nic pestilence ; and the term Tamhkacht (the plague monument), nhicb fre- 
qoeotl^ enters into topo^^raphical names in Ireland, siguiSes a place where a 
number of persons cut oS bj pestilence were interred together. — See Cormac's 
GUnary ifSS. See also note by O'Donovan in his Translation of the Annals 
of the Four Masitrs. This destruction of the colony of Parlhalon, which is 
eaid to hare occurred in ' the old plain of the rallej of the flocks', stretching 
lietween Ben Edsir (Uowth) and Tallagbt, on which the citj of Dublin now 
standi is thus mentioned in the ' Book of Invasions', cootained in the Book of 
Ltinslsr (manuscript, Mr. Curry's translation.) ' In Sean-Magh-Etoir Fartha- 
lon became extinct ia a thousand men and four thousand women, of one week's 
mortaJity', or Tamh. This is the oldest manuscript account of that pestilence 
that we QOW possess ; and in an ancient bardic poem in the Book of Leinsier, iC 
Is said : ' Parthalon'a people, to the number of nine thousand, died of Tamh in 
one week' ". Other authorities on tlie same subject are then cited, and among 
the rest the Ckronicon Scotoram MSS., as translated by Mr. Carry, where the 
following entry occurs : — " la one thousand five hundred and four (100 accord- 
iiw to Kochaidh O'Flinn) from Farthalon's arrival in Ireland till the first mor- 
tuity (^Duine-bhadh, it., human mortaUly) that came in Ireland aiter the 
I>elugei that is, the death by pestilence {Tnm/i) of Parthslon's people, which 
happened on Menday, in the calends of May, and continued till the Sunday fol- 
lowing. It was from that mortality iDuine-bhadh) ^ot Parthalon's people the 
same of the Taimltaclita (the death or mortality place) of the men of Ireland 
li deriyed". 

' Colgan say?, he applied for adinission, " inter conversos". Acta Sanclorum 
Stbemiae, xi. Martii, Vila S. Maguasii, cap. v. p. 581. Harris states that he 
was received " by the Abbot Malruan, as a lay brother". Harris' Ware, vol. ii. 
Writtn of Inland, book i. p. 62. 

> " Harris ( Wnttrs at JCnjus) laya that he was received as a lay-brother. 
Colgan indeed, from whom he took his account of JE,agt>s, seems to have 
thought SOI for he represents him as con tiersus, the term by which a lay brother 
is usually distinguished from a clerical one. But if this was Colgan's meaning, 
tie was certainly mistaken ; for tlie distiactiou betweeu clerical and lay monks 
~ brethren, as it la now understood, was act known in Ireland at that period, 

r, it seems, any where until the eleventh century. (See Fleury, Discowt 

itUme siir tUist. Eccl., and InslU. aa Broil Eccl., part i. eh. 25.) In older 
itiiues some monks, it is true, were raised more or less to the clerical ranks, and 
the number of such promotions appears to have increased with the course of 
ages; but there was not as yet any radical disticccion of cksses in the religioui 
institutions, so as that one uf them was perpetually debarred from any ecctesi- 
astical promotioo, and destined to toil in the fields and elsewhere as subordi- 
nate to the other, and, in fact, as servants of the clerical or higher clost", 
Ecclaiastical Ualory of Ireland, vol iii. chap. xx. § \. n. 9S, p. 2t7, 248. 
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and appeared aa a serving man, seeking for service. This i 
servant of Chxist was permitted to prove his vocation for a reli- 
gious life, by engaging in the most laborious and meanest oEicea, 
connected with tne monastery. These duties, howevei', he most 
cheerfully executed, and he devoted unremitting attention to 
their most careful performance. He was principally employed 
at field labour, and in the farm-yard belonging to the monastery; 
for we are told, that with the sweat of his brow he was found as 
a reaper of corn during the harvest, that he bore the sheaves on 
his back to the bam, that he afterwards threshed out the grain, 
and winnowed chaff therefrom, placing what had been thus pre- 
pared in sacks. Like a heaat of burden, he carried those sacks 
on his back, sometimes to the granary, and sometimes to the 
mill. This mill and a kiln, he had charge of by Melruan'a 
orders.' During all these labours, this devout and humble 
brother found time to raise his heart and thoughts towards 
heaven. This ark of hidden wisdom considered himself, as only 
fitted to discharge the mean ofiices, to which of choice he sub- 
jected himself. These dally toils showed his complete self- 
abnegation, and his contempt for the opinion of worldlings. Dur- 
ing his labours this humble monk was scantily clothed. His 
countenance was often disguised, owing to the combined effects 
of sweat and dugt, which covered hia features. But, he had 
neither the vanity nor inclination to appear well-looking in the 
presence of his brethren. Nor would he devote any time to tlie 
decoration of his person. He allowed the hair on his head to 
grow long, tangled and uncombed ; the chaffy dust and straws of 
the field and bam, he would not even remove from his clothes. 
Thus .^ngus conceived himself, as putting into practical opera- 
tion the virtues of his monastic profession; for it was only by 
these means, he could induce worldlings to believe, that he ivas 
the most abject and vile of all creatures, having more the 
appearance of a monster, than of a human being. An extra- 
ordinary love of mortification was united with extatie flames of 
Divine love, in the soul of this great vessel of election ; and 
hence, he merited the title of Kele-De,' which he obt^ned, and 
which may be rendered, " a lover of God". With an humble 
spirit, in a mortified body, a light radiated the interior of bis 
Boul. Yet this light was destined to escape from the close 
sanctuary, within which it had hitherto beamed, 

I See, Professor Engene ffCurry's Lectures on Me Mamacript Maleriah of 
Attciml /ru/i ilktonj. Led. xvii. p. 365. Thu author of tbu learned trork 
decloiCB, (hat be eaw the ruiai of lliia mill and kiln, in their primitive dimen- 
BionB, and that anly a few years baie paeaed hj, bidcc these veoerable relics 
have yielded to " the improving hand of modem progreta". 

* "Quae vox latine reddiCa Deicolam, aeu Amad^om desigziaC". Colgin'i 
Acta Sa'iciorum HibeTiita, xi, Marlii Visa S- •i.'ii^ussn, cap. v. p, SiSO. 



St. ^nguiiuB Hagiograpliw- 11 

Meantime, it may be well to relate, that the Almighty was 
pleased to reward the -virtuea of his servant, and by the teati- 
mony oi' a surprising miracle. For, at one time, whilst this 
lioly monk was engaged in a neighbouring wood cutting down 
branches for the use of his monastery, it happened, that he held 
■with the left hand a branch, which he wished to separate from 
the trunk of a tree, and the axe, grasped in his right hand, glanced 
from the object against which it had been directed. This in- 
cautious stroke resulted In severing the left hand from hia body. 
We are told, the very birds, in the wood, by a sort ofpreterna- 
tural instinct, had formed an attachment towards St. .^ngus, on 
account of his innocent demeanour. Perhaps, the holy man 
had often lightened his out-door labours, by chaimting the 
psalmody of Uie Church, — probably adapted to veraes of hia own 
composition. Those feathered warblers, the thniahes or black- 
"Irirds — so often celebrated in Osaianic song' — had made the della 
and brakes around Glenasmoil and Talla^ resound with dulcet 
.melody, while spring and summer breezes loaded the air with 
•greeable perfume from mountain herba and ahruba. Their strains 
fwere often stilled, when more solemn and pathetic notes, from 
**a son of Boug", agreeably called forth the natural echoes, which 
resounded through wooded hill-sidea and hollows, surrounding 
. St. Mebuan'a monastery. Those songsters of the grove and 
^cliet will rest with listening ear, and love to linger near any 
Mot, where the humble field-labourer pours forth the unpreme- 
ditated lay, with a clear and modulated voice. If not disturbed, 
these woodland minatrels even deaire human companionship and 
■vocaliam of a perfect chai'aetev. We cannot doubt, the Chris- 
tian's heart was naturally gentle and toned with refined feeling, 
t'wlule the poet's soul and senses were attuned to all the soft and 
I Bweet influencea of wild scenery and ita charming accessories. 
\ Sometimes, it ia aaid, even ravens flap their wings vrith affrigiit, 
when from a distance they scent human blood. A myaterious 
^mpatby frequently unites irrational to rational creatures. At 
tne moment this accident befel .^^gus, birds flocked around, 
, and by their screams and cries, aeemed to bewail the pure an<l 
BDgehc man's misfortune. Full of confidence in the power and 
, goodness of God, without hesitation, ^ngus took up the hand 
which had been lopped off, and at once eet it, in its proper place, 
' at the extremity of his mutilated arm. Instantly, it adhered, and 
lecovered ita former power, aa if no accident whatever had be- 
fallen him. Hereupon .^ngus poured forth his soul, in praise 
and thanksgiving, to the great preserver of all creatures.' 

' See taoiclie p'^nnuicheioTica, edited by John O'Daly, n. 1, p. i. Trans- 
aetiBni of the Omtank Hocitly for ihe year l8fiG, toL i». 
' See Colgan'* Acta Sanclortm Hiberniat, xi. Marta. Vila S. Atnguaii, «p> 

tl p. Gao, 
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Our popular traditions, especially referring to the saints, often 
savour of exaggeration. Tne Irish people have loved and ad- 
mired purity and holiness, while they have implicit faith in the 
sovereign power of God towards and over his elect. The fore- 
going miracle — one of the few miracles recorded about our saint, 
, although he is said to have wrought many — may be classed with 
our Legmda Sanctorum, Probably, its rationale would accord 
better with the fact, that St. -ZEngus had almost chopped the left 
hand from his arm, but that he had immediately bandaged and 
united these members of his body, so nearly dissevered, and yet 
so fortimately preserved for future use. In the case of wounds, 
eminent surgeons allow, that very dangerous ones are oftien 
healed by prompt attention, and by a recuperative energy found 
in the human body itself If a piece of flesh be totally out away 
and soon after applied to the place whence taken, both parts wiU 
again unite. By the popular rumour, the cure of St. .ZEmgus 
has been pronounced miraculous. However it had been effected, 
we cannot fail to recognize the Almighty's bounty towards a * 
favoured servant, who was destined to effect still greater good, 
and acquire additional merits, before his day of deUverance from 
earth had arrived. 

IV. — The incident which first discovered St jEngus to the Holy 
Abbot St, Melruan.^-Friendship thenceforth existing between 
them. — Literary pursuits of our Saint, — Engages on the Felire 
or Festohgy — Presents a copy of it to Fothadius the Canonist. 
— Probable datCy origin, and object of the Felire. 

St. -ZEngus continued to exercise his usual austerities, and re- 
mained unknown to the monks and to the rest of mankind, for 
seven whole years. At length, an unusual occurrence betrayed 
the secret he seemed so arixious to conceal. Whilst ^ngus was 
at work one day in the monastery bam, a scholar who had 
not thoroughly prepared his lesson, and who was in conse- 
quence afraid to appear in school, applied for admission and con- 
cealment, at least during that day. When JEngus learned the 
cause of this boy's uneasiness, he spoke kindly and with cheer- 
ing assurances; pressing the child to his bosom, he contrived to 
luU the scholar to sleep. After some time, he was awakened, 
and desired to repeat his lesson.* He proceeded in the task, 

* Dr. Lanigan undertakes to explain the circumstance of this boy's profi- 
ciency in his lesson, owing to the help he derived from ^ngus. See, Ecc&sias^ 
tical History of Ireland, vol iii. chap. xx. § x. p. 246. At note 97 he adds: 
** It is thus, I think, that the anecdote related in ^ngus* Acts ought to be un- 
derstood. The boy's improvement is indeed stated as miraculous, and as a 
supernatural consequence of his having slept for awhile on the Ixxsom of ^ngns. 
But, it can be well accounted for without recurring to a miracle". /6u/., p. 248, 
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repeated every word to the end, and thia waa done witliout 
hesitatioii or difficulty, ^ngus exacted from him a promise of 
silence regarding these circumstances, and recommended him 
immediately to seek his teacher. The latter, on examination of 
his disciple, found him very well prepared on this day — an 
occurrence of rare result in the boy's course of training. Hia 
master, no less a pereonage than the Abbot, St, Melruan him- 
self, insisted on learning the cause of his forwardness, at thia 
particular juncture. Awed by the Abbot's authority and earnest 
manner, the boy revealed the circumstances of his ease, as they 
had actually occurred. By a sudden inspiration, a belief in the 
identity of this monk with the missing jEngus of Dysartcnos, 
rushed upon the mind of the superior over the Tallaght com- 
munity. He ran immediately to the bam, and embraced Aengua 
■with most tender affection, lavishing on him reproaches which 
love and admiration could alone dictate. He was blamed for 
the long-borne and humiliating, though willing, services ren- 
dered to the community, and for that false humihty, which 
deprived it of the learning and experience possessed by bo 
great a master of the spiritual life. Aengus fell on his knees, at 
the feet of Abbot Melruan, and he begged and obtained pardon 
for those faults, which merited loving reproaches. From that 
time forward, they became bosom friends, and unconscious rivals 
in that holy ambition, by which a true saint is ever prompted.' 
The literary labours, in which St. iEngua engaged, have 
[given him very great celebrity through after times ; but in all 
I probability he had not then formed the most remote idea, 
igarding this merited renown. His works are of exceeding 
Eitue, not only as having been composed, at a comparatively re- 
e period; but, because the subjects on which they treat give 
n a historical value and importance, of which ancient pieces 
1 rarely boast. Fiction is too often blended with fact, in 
lany such tracts, to the great prejudice of their authenticity. 
BJnmerous saints, that adorned the early Irish Church, are named 
' 1 his writings, and are thus preserved, for the veneration of 
^losterity. While his own name has been exalted by his various 
works, the country that gave him birth derives no small share 
(f renown from aocoimts he has left, respecting her beatified 
shildren. Hence, we are enabled to estimate the services of 
igua to sacred learning and literature, in a new light; for 

le offiictionate, kind, SDil pittiont teacher was probatily BiempliQed in the 

leof^ngUB; anil lieaue, the utiild migbt bsre been encouraged to greater 

' ' irciee by biBinatructionsoud tbe metbod he took id commumciting 
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happily, ia him we have foimd a true saiat to recorJ the actions 
of his sanctified compatriots and predecessors. 

No sooner had ^agus been Cdlled to fill a different sphere of 
life in the moaaatery, from that in which he had been at first 
exercised, than the unforgotten vision of angeb seen in Cool- 
banagher Church, and the purpose it evoked, came with new 
force upon his recollection. Inspired by devotional feeling 
and a poetical genius of no mean order, he took up his pen, and 
the result was a metrical hymn in the Irish laniruage, known as 
the "Feitire", or in Latin, as ike Festilogium of St JEapoB,' 
In this canticle, he enumerates some of the principal aaintB, 
whom he calls Princes of the Saints. The Festilogium is. 
brief, although saints' fesfivals are assigned to each day of the; 
week, with some allusions to characteristic virtues or actions oE 
each holy individual therein commemorated. There is a com-' 
mentary or series of notes found in the copies of this work, yet 
extant. These comments relate many particulars, regarding 
saints named in the Festilogium. We are at a loss to disoovet 
whether these notes are attributable to the saintly author of t" 
poem itself, or to some scholiast belonging to a later agt 
latter supposition, however, is more probable. It is recordet 
that ^ngus, about the year 804, presented a copy of this woe 
to the learned lecturer, Fothadius, the Canonist, who returns 
this compliment by the bestowal of another work, of which 1. 
was author. This latter work is said to have been the famou 
Remonstrance he drew up, as addressed to King Aldus. It 
inveighs agwnst the employment of ecclesiastics, in military- 
services.' 

' " A copy of hia poem, called ' Velire', is preBervea in the Leabhar Brei 
in the Library of the Hoyal Iriah Academy". — Tracts Rdatmg to Irtlar. 
Minrchearlacli MacNeiWi Cncmt of Ireland, page 32, Mi. 0-Uonovm's Ni 
36,I.A.S:s Pfib/ieathns. 

' The account Tsgarding the expedition of Aedh Oirdnidhe ia thus given at 
the year 799, [recie 804] in O'Doaovon's Annah o/ the Four Masters, voL i. h>. 
408 to 411, "Aedh Oirdnidhe assembled a very great army to proceed into, 
Leinster, and devastated Leiiig(«r twice in one month. A t\ill musler of ti 
mcD of Ireland (except the Leinater-men), Iwth laity aod clergy, wai aga 
made by bim [and he marched] until he reached Ehin-Cuair, on the confin 
of Meatb and Ijeinster. Thither came Connmhach, Buccessor of Patric 
baring the clergy of Leath-Chuinn along vith him. It woa not pleasing to tl 
ciBtfj to go upon any expedition; they coinplained of their grievance to tl 
Icing, and the king, i.e., Aedh, said that he would abide by the award 
Fot^dh OK Canoioe ; on which occasion Fothadb passed the decision by whii 
he exempted the clergy of Ireland for erer frum expeditions and hostings, whi 

" The Church of the living God, let her alone, waete her not. 
Let her right be apart, as best it ever was. 
Every true monk, who ia of a pure conscience ; 
For the Chnrch to which it is due let him laboar like every lervant. 
Every soldier from that out, who is without [reiigiuuaj rule ur ol>udii-nca 
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The breTity, wticli characterisea the Feilire, was a conse- 
quence of the object our saint appears to have had in view, 
whilst engaged in its composition. For, as he had resolved on 
imitating the practice of God's servant, whose remains were 
entombed at Coolbanagher, it would be inexpedient to introduce 
names oF all the saints in. his Festilogy. He waa therefore 
obliged to confine himself to recording some of the principal 
ones. A recital of the entire Psalter, vnth his other daily exer- 
cises, left him no more than suiHcient time, for the invocation 
and praises of saints included in his metrical hymn, which, it is 
said, formed a part of his diurnal devotions. According to a 
scholiast's account, left us in a preface to the Feilire, it would 
appear, that this poem had not been composed, in its completed 
form and tn the same place. Some time must have elapsed from 
ita first writing, to its final revision,' We are told, that the 

Ib permitted to aid the great Aedh, son of SialL 
This ia the trae rule, Deither more aor leu, 

Let erer; one serve in bia vocation without mnnnur or complaint. 
The Church, etc 

" Aedh Oirdnidhe af teitrards went to the Kiog of Leinster, and obtained Mb 
{a\l demand fhim the Leinster men ; and ^''insneachts, liini; of Leinster, gave 
litm hoitHges and pledges". And at titis pasea^, Mr. O'Doaovan ceoutrka, 
tbat the decieion of f othadh na Canoine, or Pothad " of the ciuiDn", is referred 
to in It preface to tbe Fetire-Aenguis, preserved in the Leahkar BTeac,to\. 32. Oa 
tbia oecaiion Fothadh wrote a poem by way of precept to tile king, in whioli 
he advisea him to exempt the clergy from tlie obligation of fighting hia battles. 
Tbere is a copy of tbe entire poem preserved in a vellum mannacript, in 
the Library of Trinity College, Dublin, H. 2. IS. It ia aieo quoted in the 
iaotiar-juiWaoClheO'CleryB, p, 199. /6iUn.(eJ pp. 409,410. Tbiadeciaiou 
<A Fotbadh obtained the name of a Canon ; and after ita iasne, the clergy were 
r exempted from attending military expeditions. 

I ' The following is the accoont given of this poem by Mr. O'Reilly in hia 

\ Chronological account of nearly Four Hundred Irish Wriitra, pp. liii. liv,, 

K vhen treating of JEnguB. " He wrote a Feiirt, or Hierology, in Liab verse, 

I ^ving an account of the festivals observed in the Church in hia time. The 

frmnuceul, or preliminary diatourse, prefixed to this performance, gives the 

edigree of the author, through aeveral generations, by which it appears he was 

..eacended from Caelbach, King of Ulster, who defeated and killed Muiredhacb 

■%lTeach, monarch of Ireland, at the battle of Fort Righ, and succeeded him on 

" le throne. The Beirnsceal gives the time and place in which the author wrote 

_ lia poem". After quoting a portion of thia reimaceul in Irish, the followiDg 

[ translation is given : " Tliere are four co-neceasaries in every learned treatise, 

[ i.e., place, time, person, and cauao of writing. Therefore, the place of thia 

>iece waBGret CiU Banaghar, in theplainof itechet, in the count:? of i'/'ai^;«, 

jr O'Faly, and its revisat in Tamhlacht ; (now Tallagb near Dublin) ur else in 

r Cluain Eidhnach it waa begun, and in C(il Banaghar it was finished, and re- 

b vised in Tallaght. ^ngua, moreover, waa son of Oibloin, son ol Fidrai, *nn of 

L Vermod, son ot Ainmirech, aoo of Cellair, son of ^nloaigh, eon of Caelbaidh, 

ui of Cruinba-draoi, son of i^^ochaidh Coba, aou of Lughdhach, son of Piacba 

ilridh, tcoax whom are the Dal-Araidhe named, it ia, moreover, the time of 

to writing the time of Conor, son of Aodh Oirdoighe, son of Nlal! frasaigh, tor 

) waa he who took the government of Ireland after DoDagh, the bod of Uonall 

if Meath, King of Meath; for Angus, in the preface to the Felire, Dieatioat 

' ,e death of Llunogh". The Felice is written iu that kind of vene ciilied by 
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poem had been commenced, either at Clouenagh or Gool- 
banagher, and that it had been revised at Tallaght. From the 
relation abeady given, we feel inclined rather to suppose, as the 
stay of ^ngus at Coolbanagher appears to have been of no 
eat duration, when about to pursue his way towarda Tal- 
ht, that his idea of writing the Feilire had been conceived 
only at the former place, and matured at the latter, where it 
would seem to have been solely written. It was most probably 
composed* after the year 797, the date for the death of Donogh, 
or Donnchadh, son to Donall.' Such conjecture agrees with 

the Irish poets rinn aird, in which every verse ends with a word of two 
syllables, contains six syllables in the verse, and the entire rann twenty-four. 
It begins, 

" He pt 'oAid6 •oA^net) 
CAiDct) in i\i i\eitiAin 
In-o -po ixedc r\^i^'o nAjv^it, 
Ci\^fu 111 CAten etiAiix". 

^ Literal translation : 

** In the congregation of the seed of man. 
Went the king before us, 
Submitted to the noble law 
Christ, on the Calends of January**. 

• •••••« 

'* A copy of the FeUre, beautifully written on vellum, is in the collection of 
the Assistant Secretary [0*Heilly.] From its orthography, and other internal 
marks of antiquity, it may be concluded that this MS. was written at least as 
early as the eleventh century, and is, perhaps, the oldest copy of that w(»rk 
now in existence. There is an entire copy in the Leahhar Breac Mac Aed^ 
hagatn, or Speckled book of Mac Egan, in the Library of the Boyal Irish 
Academy, and an imperfect copy on vellum in the same library*'. 

' During the progress of the kte Ordnance Survey of Ireland the Felire or 
Festology of ^ngus came first to be noticed, as a topographical tract of great 
value. Under the able superintendence of Sir Thomas Larcom and Dr. George 
Petrie, Eugene 0*Curry brought it to bear, with important results, on oar 
local topography, in every part of Ireland. The Rev. Dr. Todd suggested to 
the Board of Trinity College the engagement of Eugene O'Curry to make a 
facsimile copy, for its library, of the Leabhar Mor Duna Doighr€ or Leahhar 
Breac, in which the Festology is contained. On the Ordnance Survey Archae- 
ological Department being dispensed with, Mr. George Smith, an eminent 
DubUn publisher, engaged Mr. O'Curry to transcribe the Festology, once more, 
with a view to its publication^ ** This, however, was not a faC'simUe copy^ 
which indeed it would be practically useless to print, even if such a thing were 
possible, because the tract consists, properly, of three parts ; namely, the text 
of the poem, the in:terlined gloss, and the interlined marginal, topographical, 
and other notes**. These three parts were distinctly copied, all the contrac- 
tions were lengthened out, and the whole disposed and arranged in such a 
manner as to merit the approval of our most distinguished Irish scholars. This 
copy was afterwards collated with other MS. in London and Oxford. Tet, the 
copy thus prepared has not been published ; the transcript and translation into 
English remained in the possession of Mr. Smith, who, we believe, has since 
transferred this copy to the Royal Irish Academicians. 

* O'Donovan's Annals of the Four Masters, vol. i. n. (r.), p. 399, where we 
read : *' 0*Flaherty places the accession of Donnchadh in the year 770, and his 
death in 797, which is the true chronology. He adds: *' Quo rege. Anno 795, 
Dani Scotiae, et Hibcmiae eras infestare coparunt".— O^^^ta, p. 433**. The 
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that of Colgan, that tlic scholia on the FoatUogy of ^nguB had 
been composed at Tallagh in the time of Mabuaii.' 

Y .'—Detcriptioti and anahjsia of St. JEngus^ Festology .—He 
resided at D^sart Beihach at the period of Us completion. — lU 
firtt circulation in the reign of Aldus the Sixth. — The Martyr- 
ology of Tallagh, and interesting particulars regarding this 
composition. 

We are indebted to the late distinguished Irish scholar, Pro- 

feaaor Eugene O'Curry, for a particular description and analysis 
of -Angus' metrical Festology or Filiri.* This composition 
consists of three distinct parts. The first par', known aa the 
Invocatton, contains five quatrains, which aak grace and aancti- 
fication from Christ on the poet's work. It is written in the 
ancient Conachlann, or what modern Gaelic scholars call " chain- 
verse", in KngSish. By such metrical arrangement, the last 
words of each quatrain are identical, or nearly so, with the first 
words of that succeeding.' The second part, aa we are told, is 

Annali of Uleter, however, tusign the death of thii moniLrch to i.D. 736, and 
the Four Masters to a.d. 792. I sm unable to discover any Qotlcf regarding 
Conor, Son of Aodh Oirdnighe, meatioued hj the icboliast on Angus' poem, 
in any of anr early Annalf. 

' Of this Filireat Pestology— KHoetinies called the Murtyrology of Aengui 
Ceile De—t\x copiea, at leaet, are known Co be extant, aud four of tht^eeare on 
Telluin. Two copies are prenerred in the Bodleian Lilirnrj, Oxford ; one, if 
not two, at Si. Isidore's College, Home ; one in the Burguadlan Library, Brai- 
•ela; one, s transcript, made for Dr. Todd, by Professor O'Curry ; and one, 
found in the celebrated Lcabhar HiSr Dima DoighrS — commoaly called tha 
L-eabhar Brtae — comiiiled about the year 1400, and now in poBsession of the 
Royal Irish Academy, Dublin. "There ia a short history of the author, and 
the tract prefixed to this copy, which commenced, aa such Gaedhlic documents 
asuaily do, with giving the name of the author, the time, the place, and ttie 
object of the composition. There is, then, a short disquisition on this arrange- 
ment. in which the usages of the philosophers and the order of the creation 
are referred to as precedents". See Lectvrts un titt Manuicripi Materials e/ 
Ancient Irish Hisloru, Lect. xvii. p. 3S3. 

• In O'Kellly's ChTomlogicai Account afnear's Four Hundred Irish Wriltri, 
p. liii., it receives the designation oE a llierology. 

' An illustration, in the Irish language and cliaracter, will be found in Let- 
tares on Oie Manuscript MalcriaU of Ancient Irith lUslory, Appendix No. cxiii. 
p. 610, and which has been published from the original, contained in the 
Leabhar Breac — aMti. belonging to the Royal Irish Academy. The Qve stanzai 
iu Irish liave been thus rendered into English, by Mr. O'Curry; — 
"Sanctify, O Christ t my words; — 

O Lord of the seveo heavens! 

Grant me the gift of wisdom, 

O Sovereign of the bright anni 
I, who dost illamlne 



The heavens with al! thy holi 

O King who goTBrnest the atigeb ! 

Lord of all llii people: 
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a poem, by way of preface, and it consists of two hundred and 
twenty quatrains. jBut of these only eighty are found prefixed 
to the main poem, or chief'subject matter. The remainmg one 
hundred and forty quatrains are postfixed to the main poem, 
and these are called the post or second preface, by Mr. O'Curry. 
We may rather, perhaps, consider them in the hght of those 
verses, which many of our medieval and modem poets designate 
the " L'Envoy", as the conclusion of a poem. The verses are 
in a similar character, and follow the like measure, as they are 
indeed a continuation of the Invocation, The eighty stanzas 
prefixed to the main poem, in very beautiful and forcible lan- 
guage give us a very glowing account regarding the sufferings 
and tortures of the early Christian martyrs ; how their perse- 
cutors' names have been forgotten, while those of their victims 
were remembered with honour, veneration, and affection ; how 
Pilate's wife sinks into oblivion, while the Blessed Virgin Mary 
has been remembered and venerated from earth's uttermost 
bounds to its centre. Even in Ireland, the enduring supremacy 
of Christ's Church had been manifested. Tara bad been aban- 
doned and become a desert, because its kings were vain-glorious, 
while Armagh remains the populous seat of dignity, piety, and . 
learning. Cruachain, a former royal residence of tne Connaught 
kings, is deserted, while Clonmacnois resounds with the dashing 
of chariots and tramp of multitudes to honour St. Ciaran's 
shrine. Aillinn's royal palace had passed away, while St. 
Brigid's church at Kildare retained its dazzling splendour. UI- 

Lord of the people I 

King all righteous and good I 
May I receive the fuU benefit 
Of praising Thy royal hosts. 

Thy royal hosts I praise, 
Because Thou art my Sovereign ; 

1 have disposed my mind 

To be constantly beseechmg Thee. 

1 beseech a favour from Thee, 
That I be purified from my sins 
Through the peaceful bright- shining flock, 
The royal host whom I celebrate". 

We are informed, that General Vallancey and Theophilus OTIanagan, having 
met with this poem — which is rather a conspicuous one — in the Ltahhar Breac^ 
and finding the name of Christ contractediy written CK, with a horizontal 
dash over these two letters, considered they had found an address to the sun. 
This was a supposed proof of the former worship of that luminary by the 
ancient i rish. The letters C B were presumed to have been a contraction for 
Creeps, which, from the books of Indian Brahmins and the Sanscrit, Vallancey 
conjectured to be a name for the sun, common both to Ireland and India. These 
views of General Vallancey, with a highly poetical translation of Aengus' poem, 
were embodied in a small printed pamphlet. * This was addressed '* To the Pre- 
sident and Members of the Boyal Irish Academy, as a proof of the Ancieut 
History of Ireland*', by General Vallancey. 
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ster's royal palace at Emania had disappeared, while the holy 
Coemghen's church at Glcann-da-locha reraaina in full glory. 
The monarch Leaghaire'a pomp and pride were extingitiahea, 
while St. Patrick's name continues to shine mth undimimshed 
lustre. Tims, the poet continues to contrast fleeting and for- 
gotten names and reputations of great men and establishmenta, 
belonging to the pagan and secular world, with the stabihty, 
freshness, and splendour of Christian Churches, and the ever- 
flourishing names of their illustrious, although often humble 
founders. The third part is properly the feiirS or Featological 
Poem itself, and it is comprised witmn three hundred and sixty- 
five quatrains, which, the reader will observe, forms a stanza for 
each day iji the year. The Circumcision of our Lord is placed at 
the head of the Festivals, and with it the FMiri begins.' This 
poem is not wholly confined to notices of the Irish saints. Our 
great national Apostle, St. Patrick, is commemorated at the 
17th of March.' And again, at the 13th of April, Bishop 
TtBsagh, one of St. Patrick's favourite companions, is recorded.* 
Bishop Tassagh was chief manufacturer and ornamenter of 
croziers, crosses, bells, and shrines, and attended St. Patrick at 
his death. 

The whole of this, which is the chief poem, as also the first 
preface, is thickly interlined with an ancient gloss and commen- 
tary. Those explain difficult or obsolete words and passages. 
Sometimes, notes may be found on the sites of ancient cnurcEea, 
connected with our Irish sMnts, who lived to the time of our 
author. Occasional passages from their Lives and Miracles will 
te seen. These notes are interspersed over the margin, and 

' In the LtctuTBS on tht Manuacripl Materials of Ancient Irith History, 
Appendix No. air. p, 611, nuiy be aeen the firat atanaa, of Ihis part of tjia 

nm ID the Iriah Janguage and chamcter, as extracted frooi the original found 
ha Leabhar Breac, li. I. A. It has been thus rendered into lilDgligh bj 
Hr. O'Cnrry i— 

" At tlie head of the congrcgutcd aainta, 
Let the Kiag take the tint place : 
Unto the noble dispensation did submit 
Christ — on tbe cattnds of Jauuu'y". 
) See IbiJ., Appendix, No. csv. for the Irish itanza thus rendered into 
English: — 

" The blaze of a eplendid sun. 

The ttpoatla of etainless Erinn, 
Patridc— with hii countless thoueanJs, 
May be shelter our wretchedness". 
> See Ibid., Appendix, No. cxvi., for the Irish stanza., thui rendered into 
Engliah ; — 

" The kingly Bishop Tnssagh, 

Who administeri'd on his arrival, 

The body of Ubrist— the truly powerful Eiat — 

And the Coawiunion to f atrick". 
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they require close and accurate study to connect them with 
their appropriate textual passages. The three parts, or cantos, 
into which the entire poem has been divided, may be treated, 
indeed, as one continuous composition. The last words of the 
Invocation are the first words lo. the first preface of eighty 
stanzas ; while the last words of this preface are the first wor^ 
of the main poem ; and again, the last words of this chief poem 
are the first words of the post or second preface, which consists 
of one hundred and forty stanzas. 

This latter division concludes the work, and in it .£ngus 
recapitulates the subject of his Filiri^ teaching the faithful how 
to read and use it, and explaining its arrangement. He declares, 
though great the nimiber, he has only been able to enumerate 
the princes of the saints in it. He recommends it for pious 
meditation to the faithful, and indicates spiritual benefits to be 
gained by reading or reciting it. He says, he had travelled far 
and near to collect the names and histoiy of subjects for his 
praise and invocation. For the foreign samts, he consulted St. 
Ambrose, St. Jerome, and Eusebius. He collected the festivals 
of our Irish saints from ^^ the countless hosts of the illuminated 
books of Erinn". He then says, having already mentioned and 
invoked the saints at their respective festival days, he will now 
invoke them in classes or bands, under certain heads or leaders. 
This is done in the following order : The elders or ancients, 
under Noah ; the prophets under Isaiah ; the patriarchs under 
Abraham; die apostles and disciples under Peter; the wise or 
learned men under Paul ; the martyrs under Stephen ; the spiri- 
tual directors under old Paul ; the Virgins of the World under 
the Blessed Virgin Mary; the holy bishops of Rome under 
Peter; the bishops of Jerusalem under Jacob or James; the 
bishops of Antioch also under Peter ; the bishops of Alexandria 
under Mark ; a division of them under Honorati ; a division of 
learned men under the gifted Benedict ; all the innocents who 
suffered at Bethlehem under Georgius ; the priests under Aaron ; 
the monks under Anthony ; a division of the world's saints under 
Martin ; the noble saints of Erinn under St. Patrick ; the saints 
of Scotland under St. Oolum Cille ; while the last great division 
of Eriun's saintly virgins has been placed under holy St. Brigid 
of Eildare. In an eloquent strain, Aengus then continues to 
beseech our Saviour's mercy for himself and for all mankind, 
through the merits and sufi^rings of those saints he has named 
and enumerated. He asks through the merits of their dismem- 
bered bodies; through their bodies pierced with lances; through 

> The Felire or Festologies are closelj connected with lives of the saints. 
That of Aengus especially receives the praise of M. de la ViUemarque in the 
i^ovember number of the French periodical, Lt Corrt$pondant^ for 1863. 
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tlicir wounds ; through their groans ; through their relics ; through 
their blanched countenances ; through their bitter tears ; through 
all the sacrifices offered of the Saviour's own Body and Blood, 
as it is in Heaven, upon the holy altars; through the blood that 
flowed from the Saviour's own side ; through his sacred Humanity ; 
and through His Divinity in union with the Holy Spirit and the 
Heavenly Father. Aftfr this long invocation, Aengus says the 
brethren of his order deemed all his prayers and petitions too 
little ; whereupon, he resolves to change his course, that no one 
may have cause for complaint. Then, he commences another 
moving appeal to our Lord for himself and all men. He be- 
seeches mercy according to the merciful worldly interposition of 
Divine clemency in times past. Thus Enoch and Eliaa had 
been saved from dangers in this world ; Noah had been saved 
from the deluge ; Abraham had been saved from plagues and 
Irom the Chaldeans ; Lot had been saved from the burning city ; 
Jonas had escaped from the whale; Isaac had been delivered 
from his father's bands. He entreats Jesus, through inter- 
cession of his Holy Mother, to save him, as Jacob was saved 
from the hands of his brother, and as John [Paul] was saved 
from the viper's venom. He again recurs to examples found 
in the Old Testament He mentions the saving of David 
from Goliath's sword; the saving of Susanna from her dangers; 
of Nineveh from destruction ; of the Israelites from Mount 
Gilba [Giiboa] ; of Dariel from the lions' den; of Moses from 
the hands of Faro [Pharaoh] ; of the three youths from the 
fiery furnace ; of Tobias from his blindness ; of Peter and Paul 
from the dungeon ; of Job from demoniac tribulations ; of David 
from Saul; of Joseph from his brothers' hands; of the Israehtes 
from Egyptian bondage ; of Peter from the sea-waves ; of John 
from the liery caldron; of Martin from the priest of the idol. 
Again, he beseeches Jesus, through intercession of the Heavenly 
household, to he saved, as St. Patrick had been, from the 
poisoned drink at Teamhar [Tara], and as St Coemhghin 
[Kevin] had been at Gleanndilocha[Glendalough],frora perils 
of the mountain.' 

St. Aengus, we are told, resided at his church, in a place called 
Disert Bethech,' which lay on the northern bank of the river 
n- Eoir — now the Nore — and a few miles above the present Mon- 
asterevan, in the Queen's County. This, however, must be an in- 
correct topographical description of the locality. Aengug had 
then just finished his Festology. A friendship was here 
formed between our saint and Fothadh the canonist, who showed 
the poem he had composed for Aedh's decision. Before pre- 
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senting it to the king, he desired and received the warm ap- 
proval of his brother poet.* 

It is said, Aengus Ceil6 De first published or circulated his 
" Festology" that year when Aideus the Sixth, sumamed 
Oirdnidhe, undertook his expedition against the Leinster people, 
A.D. 804, according to the most correct supposition. At this 
time, Aedh encamped at Disert Bethech. Fothadius, the Canonist, 
accompanied him. This learned man is said to have received 
a present of the Feilire^ which had been first shown to him, 
from our saint's hands. Fothadh solemnly approved and recom- 
mended it for perusal by the faithful.* Thus, it would appear, 
that the poem nad not been issued, until after the death of holy 
Abbot Malruan, which took place a.d. 792, according to the 
best computation.} This fact appears still more evident, as in 
the Festilogy, the name of Tallagh's venerable superior is 
found recorded, with a suitable eulogy. Pr9fessor O'Curry says, 
that according to the best accounts, Aengus wrote his poem in 
or before a.d. 798 ; for, so far as can be ascertained, the name of 
any saint, who died after such date, cannot be discovered in it.* 

According to Colgan, Aengus had resolved upon commenc* 
ing another work, in which should be included the names of 
saints, omitted in his Feilire, that thus any doubt regarding the 
veneration due to them, and the intentional omission of their 
names in his poem, might in a measure be obviated. 

In conjunction with St. Mokuan, it is said, he undertook the 
compilation of another work, named usually Martyrologium 
./Engvssii filii Hua-Oblenii et Moelruanii, "the Martyrology of 
^ngus and Molruan". It is sometimes known as Martyrologium 
Tamlactense^ '* the Martyrology of Tallaght". This work, which 
some consider prior to the Festilogium, in the ord^r of being 
composed, is prosaic and very comprehensive.* For every day, 

1 See Ibid., p. 364. 

^ See Ibid.j p. 364-; also Colgan's Acta Sanctorum Hibemide, xi MartiL Vita 
S. Aengussii, cap. xiii. p. 581. 

' Suo^ is the correction of Mr. O'Donovan, although the Four Masters place 
hit death at ▲.d. 787. See O'Donovan's Annals of the Four Masters, vol. L 
pp. 392, 393. 

* See Lectures on the Manuscript Materials of Ancient Irish History » Lect. 
ZYii. p. 362. 

^ In the summer of 1849, Mr. Eugene O'Curry and Dr. Todd examined the 
MS. collections in the Universitj of Oxford, for four dajs spent there; and 
during their stay, so far as time permitted, they extracted various readinga, 
considered desirable and useful, from the Festilogiura of ^ngus. These were 
intended to further illustrate Mr. 0*Curry*s transcript of this poem. Amongst 
other valuable documents, they discovered two fine copies of the Martyrology 
of iBngus the Culdee, and the Psalter-na- Raring comprising five books on the 
Irish Saints, by the same author. During this year, also, Mr. O'Curry spent 
some months in the British Museum, London, having his transcribed copy of 
the Festilogy with him. It appears now, that this work was inaccurately noticed 
by Edward O'Reilly in his " Irish Writers", at the year 800; by Dr. O'Connor, 



St. ^ngunus Eagiographug. 23 

' a list of foreign saints was first set down, and tlien followed the 
names of our Iiish saints, Colgan considera this work the most 
copious of all the martyrologiea he had ever seen,' Yet, it would 
eeem to have been extremely defective, in parts. The names 
of many saints, omitted in the Roman and other martyrologiea, 
are to be found in the first part of the Martyroiogy attributed 
to ^ngua and Molruan. However, a learned authority supposes, 
that ^ngus composed a still more ancient Martyrology, which 
deserves to bear his name, and that this is the oldest Irish Martyr- 
'n Ml " Stows Catalogue", page 30, note 3-. and io Harris's Ware "Irish 
Wliters", page 63. The Irish Archieological Societj haa announced the inten- 
tion of auppljiing a desideratum long felt in native literature, by publishing at 
a mture period " The Hagiographical Works of St. ^ngus the Culdee". Wa 
fear, bowev^r, an indefinite postponement. 

' This opioion lie muat have eocertained, however, before the OClerys had 
prepared the celehrated one, now popularly hnown as " The Martjrology of 
Donegal!". See Ada SarK^torvm Hiberniie, xL Martii. Viia S. -^ertgusiii, cap. 
xii p. 6BI. At note 10, affixed to this passage we Qpd the following interesting 
statement. Father Heribert Boswede, a CDtut deeply versed in eccleslasliual 
antiquities, had received from the Carthusians at Treves, or Triers, in Germany, 
a certain very ancient codex, belonging to St. Willebrord's Monastery at Epter- 
nac, in Triers diocese, and in the duchy of Luxemburg. It contained an ex- 
ceedingly old and most complete Mortyrology. This included names of many 
saints for each day, not found in the Marlymlogiam Romanum, or in any other 
Marlyrology hitherto edited. He thought ttiis was the Martyrology of St 
Jerome, and that it should have been thus designated, owing to the prefixed 
title: Christe faoevotU. Codex S. W'lUI/rordicontaittJItarti/TologiamHierongmi. 
Whether this had l>een the Martyrology ascribed to St. Jerome, or to St 
Eusebius, or to St. Willebrord, in most particulars, Colgan says, it agreed with 
the Martyrology of St. ,4;nguB, or with the Martyrology of Tallagh, Only, in 
this latter, thoseplacea where the Martyrs suffered were more accurately noted, 
and it had the advantage of being more copious. The Martyrology of Tal- 
lagh liss also added at each day certain Irish saints, and frequently some other 
aaints, wanting in tlie Epternac copy. Two reasons incline Colgan to believe 
that St. Willebrord brought that Martyrology — which is known as Coder ii. 
Wilebrordi or EpUrnacensi—yiitb liim, when he left Ireland on his way to Ep- 
teraac. First, two copies had been preserved in Colgan's time, although diSTei^ 
iog somewhat in certain places. These belonged to Ireland. One of them had 
been transmitted to Lotivain. It was written on old vellum, but it was not 
fbnnd in a perfect state. Each day, the other copy had been expected " ex quo 
&nctos Hibernice jam axcerptos occepimus". No other copy of this work wai 
known to be extant in any of the European libraries, that only excepted wh)ch 
belonged to the collection of E[>ernac MSS. Secondly, one of these copies 
seems to have its authenticity {»oved correlatively with the other. For St. 
Willebrord, whose Codex haa his name inscribed, and whose very handwriting 
can be traced in part, witli every appearance of certain proof, did not come 
from Anglia — or some writers say — but ho came from Hibernia inimediately 
to Friesland or Frisia, and thence to Eptemac. Willebrord had previously 
lived in Irehind, from the twentieth to the thirty-third year of bis age, engaged 
in scholastic studies and in practices uf piety, as Alorinus Flaccus states in bis 
Life, and as Venerable Bede has it in his Uiatoria Ecclesiastica Genlu Anglo- 
rum, Lib. T. cap. 10, 11, and 12, For the truth of these statements, Colgan 
cites other authorities, in the Life of St. Suithbert, at the Grat day of March. 
It ii not at all probable, that Willebrord found the aforesaid Martyrology in 
the territory uf Frisia, or iu other adjoinuag districts, in a great measure in* 
habited only by untielievers. Nor has any similar copy been there discovered. 
Un the contrary. Colgan asserts tliut many such copies were to be found in 
Ireland when lie wrote. As here muntiuued, in tiie Life uf St. Mnsi^s, tlia 
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ology known.' As ^ngus, in his metrical work, " The Festilo* 
giuin", cites the martyrologica attributed to Jerome and EusebiuB). 
it is highly probable, that he must have used these works, now 
supposed to be lost, while engaged at the compilation of his own 
writings.' Nay more, might it not be possible, that the lirstpart. 
of this Martyrology is, to some extent, a transcript from thfti' 
ascribed to Eusebius or to Jerome ? And what delight and inte*' 
rest would not the lovers of ecclesiastical history take in the dis- 
covery of such identity, could it only be proved ! If a conjec- 
ture of this kind should be well founded, the writings so much 
regretted by the learned as lost, because not hitherto discovered, 
might in part — if not altogether — be found among unpublished 
MSS. of an Irish saint, yet motddering on the shelves of some 
Irish or continental library. In the hitter supposition, probably 
it may be established that such Martyrology had been carried 
from our island to its present place of preservation. 

We feel inclined to believe, that the Martyrology of Tallagh 
had been written — but perhaps not in its completed state — be- 
fore .^ngus had composed his Fdiri. Nor does it follow,, 
because Elathmac, who had been martyred for the faith at lona 
on the 19th July, a.d. 823, and Feidhliraidh Mac Crimhthainn, 
MartjTologies, ascribed both lo Eusebiua and to St, Jerome, were entatit in hia 
time, or before A. D. 7?7, wlien fuch teBUmony is supposed to liave been recorded. 
Tlieee martyrologiee are coaaidered to be oldeit cumpilalionB of tbe kind. Sea 
Ibid., p. (182. 

I See Profeeaor EuBene O'Corrj'i Lerturea on the Manuscript MatKnalt of 
AntuM Irish Hiitory, Lect. Kvii. pp. 862, 3Ua, 364. Tet, in Father Miohad 
O'Clery'B preface to a poem of Marianua GormBO, he statea, that the Martyr- 
ology of ilngua Ceile De bad been compoeed from the MsrtjrolDgy of Tam- 
lacbt. In this latlET, Che namea and datea for two holy men are found, and 
both died many yeara after Magus hioiBelf. " Thete are Blaihmac, tlie aon of 
Flann, monaccb of Erinn, wlio died for the faith, at tlie hands af the Danea, in 
tbe ialnnd of Hi, or lona. on tbe igtb of July, in the year 8'>3; and FtidhH- 
midk Mac Crimhthainn, King of Muniter, who died on the ISih of August, in 
the year 845, aoooniing' to the Aaaah of the Four MatCers, but whose faatival 
is placed in the kalendar at the liSih at August". It is supposed, according to 
the best accounts, that JCngus wrote bis work in or before a.d. 798, and ao far 
aa Mr. O'Curry ascertained, " no saint is found in it who died after that year". 
Wherefore, it would appear, that t-t. jEngus compuspd a Martjcoiogy, <ligtinct 
from that known as the Taliagh Martyrology. However, it eeeiuB to be the case, 
this Martyrology of St. .^ngua must have been idpntieal with his Fesiilogy. 

' It must be remarked that D'Achery, in his SiAcilrgium,aiee Co/Uclio Veiemm 
otiguot iicriplorum, has puliliahed " Martyroiogiuni vetuBtissimum Suicti Hieto- 
nymi Preshyteri nomine inaignitum". Tobius Quarlus. Ihia is even imperfect, 
Binca he appends the following remarks ■—" Csteralegi noii potuerunt in MS, ut- 
pot«atiiieiBcorroEBtBilicetabliacdieBdviii.Ka]. Jan.aquoincipit bocceMarty- 
rologium". It must be confessed, if tbia Martyrology, fur the most part, were 
writteo by St. Jeromj, it has been interpolated by some one, who lived since 
hit time, as the names of many among the more recent saints are contained in 
it. See the remarks of Henry Valeisiua, in his Appendix to the edition of 
Emebita'3 Ecclesiastical Btstory,aa this subject. The edition of the Martyr- 
ology of Tallaglil, published by tlic liev. Dr. Kelly, must have been pr^jwirfd 
from a copy, differing from that more complete one, described by Colgati ; since 
it only coniaini the Dames of irisli, and uiiiite the list ul I'uieign saiiiis. 
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King of Munster, who died on tlic IStli of August, a.d. 845, 
have been entered in it, that these names had not been intro- 
duced in copies, transcribed after the death of Jilngua.' Aa we 
are not likely ever to recover the original copy of the Tallagh 
Martyrology, criticism must remain at fault, in reference to ita 
real author or authors. 

We find a more accurate description of what has been called 
the Hieronyman Tallagh Martyrology, than had been furnished 
either by Colgan or Bollandus.' This comes from the pen of 
Father John Baptist SoUer.' It does not appear that Bollandua 
had ever seen Colgan'a copy; but Seller, however, inspected 
and describes it as containing ten vellum/o/i'o of large size, with 
nearly half a loaf, and covered with another leaf of similar mate- 
rial and appearance. In tho commencement of this Codex, some 
modem hand has inscribed it, Martyralogium Tamlactense, et 
Opuscula S. A engmsi Keledei. In two different places it is noted, 
as having belonged to the convent of Donegal!. Those leaves 
were not clearly traced nor well arranged. Many names in 
this Codex were almost illegible. It was defective from iv of 
the Kalends of February to the iv of the Ides of March; so that 
the months of January and March were not perfect. The whole 
of February was missing. The April month was alone com- 
plete. May ran on to the 20th day, or to the xiii of the Ka- 
lends of June. June and July were wanting, August began 
from the iv Nones, but its remaining days were preserved. In 
September were missing the'xii, xi, and x days of the October 
Kalends. October continued to the iii of the Kalends of No- 
vember. The whole of November was missing. December 
commenced only at xv of the Kalends of January, SoUer de- 
clares, after a diligent examination, he could easily observe that 
this Codex had been ovcr-mted by the members of his society, 
Papebroke had frequently mentioned to him that Colgan or the 
Irish Minorite Fathers at Louvain had merely sent extracts of 
this copy to Bollandus. Besides the insertion of Irish proper 
names in this Maityrology, there were found other festivals, 
added by a comparatively modem hand. Among these, he no- 
tices the feast or St. Joseph, the Revelation of St. Michael the 
Archangel, the festival of All Saints, and many other solemni- 

' Mr. O'CuTrj', from circumstances slreadj atlud^d to, raero* to doabt If 
Aengus liad RQjtliing to do witli ita authonliip. See Lectures on Ihs Maaiacripl 
Materials of Ancktit Irish Hislori/, Lect. ivii. p. 362. 

'Bollandus haB published aoma extracts fto>n Colgan'i copy, "sui naniiW 
Maitjrologia Hieruny miani Tamlactensis", at the lait Asjt oi the Janaary 
month in his Ada Sanctorum, 

* See Ada Sandoram, loiiras vi., in hii learned Preface to a new edition 
of Uenard's Martyrology. In this he treats regarding varioM copies of tlia 
Martyrology atcrlbed to St. Jerome, cap. 1, art 1, %% 1, 3. 
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ties of a like description. After this Martyrology, Solle 
a list of what he conjectures to be Irish names, running through 
three leaves. In fine, there were opuscula or fragments of tracts 
in the Irish language, of which he was entirely ignorant. Thia 
Seller declares to be a complete description of the Codex. 

Of the Martyrology, attributed to .^ngua and Molruan, Oolj 
appears to have possessed two copies. Even these were 
entire. The names of saints are simply set down in this worl 
which, for stated reasons, he preferred calling the Martyroloj 
of Tallagh or Tamlacht. In the first place, it had been 
posed by joint labour on the part of JEngua and Molruan, 
Tallagh. Secondly, because it could not be cited as the work of 
both saints, without tediousncas and confusion ; the more so, as 
lie had been obliged frequently to quote another Martyrology, 
the sole production of ^ngus. Thirdly, because it is reasonably 
conjectured, that ancient writers called it the Martyrology of 
Tamlacht. Thus, Marianus Gorman, who lived more than five 
Hundred years before Colgan's time, in the preface to hia Martyr- 
ology remarks, that St. ^ngus composed his metrical Festilogy, 
from the Martyrology of Tamlncht, which had previously been 
written. The latt<;r wort, therefore, was supposed to differ in 
no respect from the Martyrology of ^ngua and Melruan, which 
had been composed at Tallafiht There was no other Martyr- 
ology known to be extant in Colgan's time, and that could 
tetter deserve the title of the Tallagh Martyrology, or which, 
in fact, was distinguished by this latter appellation. Fourthly, 
the work entitled, " Martyrology of jEngus and Moelnian", con- 
tains the names of its reputed authors and other saints, who 
were their contemporaries, but who depiirted this life alter their 
time. Among others, wc find recorded therein the name, St. 
Corpre, Bishop of Clonmacnoise, who died a.d. 899; but we do 
not find the name of St. Cormac Mac Cuileannan, king and 
"bishop, who departed this life in the earlier part of the tenth 
century, nor, in fact, of any aaint, who died after a.d. 900. 
Hence, Colgan is under an impression, that certain subsequent 
additions were made to the joint work of .^ngus and Melruan, 
by some monk belonging to the monastery of Tallagh, who lived 
towards the close of the ninth, and who died in the beginning of 
the tenth century • 

An opinion waa entertained by some ancient writers, that 
this Martyrology and the Feilire had been composed by .^n- 
gus at Tallaght, whilst engaged in following the humbler 

• Sea iUd., § 2, . vil. 

* Colgan's Acta Sanctorum Hiierniae, xi. Marin. Vita S. Mngmui, cap. xii, 
p. GSl. In Harris' Ware, a Bimilar opiuion haa been adopted. See vol, Ui. 
WriUri of Ireland, bouk i. chap. \. p. &2, 
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duties of a farm servant. Sufficient evidence can be adduced, 
however, to prove, that the Feilire could not have been issued 
until some years after St. Melnjan's death. The title prefixed 
to the Martyrology is couched in those terms: " Incipit Mar- 
tyrologium jEnguasii, filii Hua-otlenii et Melruanii". It 
shows, that both saints must have been joint labourers at the 
work, previous to the death of Melruan, in the year 792, 
although some additions were undoubtedly made in the succeed- 
ing century. Wherefore, Marianus Goiman, in the preface 
to his Martyrology, has rightly observed, in Coigan's opinion, 
that St. ^nsua took the saints, named in his Festilogy, from 
the Martyrology of Tallagh, which had been first composed.' 

' See Colgaa'a Ada Sancloruia JJibermae, li MartU. Vita S. jEnjuisii, tap, 
liil. p. sai. Dr. Ledwich Bttlves to show, that thia Martyrology wati first 
written in the ninth century, because it h»x the tmiaea of Moelruan, 
AenguB, and other later aainta. See AnHquitiea of Ireland, p. S65. " It i* 
true that, conaidered in Ita present atate", aaj'i Dr. Lanigan, "il waa not 
completed until even the end of that century; lut does it follow that 
AengQa and Moelruan had no ahare in drawing it up ? lie adds, that in its 
eeoond preface, it citea the Martyrolag; of St. Jerome. Here the doctor i» 
wrong ; for this martyrology ia quoted, not in any preface to the Martyrology 
of T^aflh, alias that of Aengua and Moelruan, but in the second preface to 
the t'eiiiiagium of Aengua (See AA. SS. p. QSl). He then tells ua that the 
Martyrology called of Si. Jeroatt, waa not known until about the ninth cen- 
tury ; but might not about ihe ninth cenlary, be implied to take in part of tha 
eighth, prior to Aengua having been engaged in any of these works ? Tha 
Doctor sajB that Launoy has proved, that this martyrology was fabricated 
about the ninth century. Now in the passage, which he refers to, Launoy 
has not eren atCemptei! Co prove it ; and all that he saya, ia that the martyro- 
logy called of St. Jerome caonot be proved to have bean written by that saint 
on any authority prior to the reign of Charlemagne. But the Doctor carea 
nothing about iiuLccoraciea and miaquotations, provided he could make tha 
reader believe, tliat martyrologiea are not to be Jepeiiiied upon. Yet Launoy 
waa. in the little he haa s^d, mistaken; for the martyrology ascribed to St. 
Jerome, or rather to Euaebius and St. Jeromo, as quoted by Aengua, is men- 
tioned more than once by Uede, who lived many years before Cbartemagne. 
Thoa he oitea (L, 2 in Marcum, cap. SG) Mart^rotogium Eusebii ti Uiaoai/mi 
vocabxilii in&ignitum ; and (Retract, in Act. Ap. cap. i.) he atatea, that Eusebius ia 
said Co have been the author, and Jerome the translator (See more in Bollan- 
dos' General Preface, cap. 4. § 1. at I January). That Euaebius compiled a sort 
of Martyrology is considered certain (lA., cap. i. §3); aud the learned BoUandiata, 
HenscheniuB and Fapebrouhiua {Prolog, ad Marlorol. Bed. at MattJt, Tom. 2} 
were inclined to Chiok, that it was not only translated, but likewiae augmented 
by St. Jerome. Be this a» it may, it it, well known, that what is now ualled 
the Martj/rolugs of St. Jeromt was not written by hira ; but, it ia supposed to 
have been originally compiled, not long after his time, and ia considered by 
man^ very learned men to be the oldest extant. D'Achery haa published II 
(S>ici%. Tom. 4), and in liis Monilum sLatea from Henry Valoia, that it waa used 
by Gregory the Great, and exiated many years earlier. Since those times 
some names have been added to it, auch as that of Gregory himself, which 
D'Achery lias marked in Italics. Among these is that of Bt. ("uCrick, arid 
perhaps the Doctor had heard so, on which account he wished to deny its anti- 
quity. Much more might be said on this subject, were liiia the pl.ice fur 
doing ao. Meanwhile the reader may consult also Tillemont, Hist. Accl. torn, 
xii. at S(. Jerome, att. Hi". Sue Dr. La.DigB,a'B Eccletiaalicai ilialor^ of Ireland, 
vol. iii. diay. xx. § x. n. lOIJ, pp, 213, SoO. 
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Mr. O'Curry appears to attribute this preface to the pen o^" 
Father Michael O'Clery. The Martyrology of Talla^h ia ge- 
nerally believed to be the oldest Martyrology of our Irish saints 
known to be extant; and with their festival days it often 
recorda the immediate fathers and churches of our national 
saints- The Martyrolopy of Tallagh has been published by 
the late Rev. Professor Matthew Kelly, D.D., of Maynooth 
College. In the year 1847, he procured a copy, partially de- 
fective, from the Burgundian Library at Brussels, and this he 
published in 1857, just before his lamented death. Its defecta 
have been supplied, in parts, from other Irish Martyrologies. It 
contains valuable historic notes and additions.' However, it is 
to be regretted, that the learned editor had not been able to 
obtain a more complete — yet still deficient — cupy for publica- 
tion, which Colgan had once procured. Indeed, a number o£| 
similar copies, had they been available, must have greatly 
hanced the value and accuracy of such an interesting work, 

VI. — St. ^ngus was probabhj ordained Priest at Tallaglit. 
Treatise of St. j^ngus " De Sanctis Hihemiae". — The " Sal- 
tair-na-rann". — Pedigrees of Jrifh Saints attributed to hia 
authorship. 

Although Aengus is said to have become a professed monk ii 
Clonenagh Monastery, and to have concealed the fact of hia ei 
Tolment in the ecclesiastical order, when he sought admission 
Maelruan's Monastery at Tallagh,' it is probable, our saint had 
only received clerical tonsure, or at most minor orders, when he 
first left Dysartenos. WereAengus advanced to the priesthood 
at this period of fife, a necessity lor celebrating the holy sacrifice 
of Mass very frequently,^ with the performance of other pecufiar 
sacerdotal functions, must soon have revealed his rank to Abbot 
Maelruan, and to the members of his community. Even were 
those solitary or strictly private Masses, formerly permitted to be 

' In 1849, the Rev. Dr. Todil likewise procured from the Belgian govern- 
nent the loan of a MS. cantaming this, aa veil as U'Gorman'a and Aengu*' 
Martyrologies, all in Father Michael O'Clery'a handwriting. Professor O'Curty 
made accurate transcripts from it, for Dr. Todd's private library. See Lec- 
tures on thi Mamitcnpl Materials of Ancient Irish Hialary, Lect. xvii. pp. 36S, 
363. 

' Segarding the first statement, Colgan says of him, " Moaachum profeasua 
in nobill monasterio de Cluain-edbneach", and ia the second instanci^, " cleri- 
csle inatitQlum occultana". See Acta Saacliram Hiliemiae, xi. Mariii. Vita 
S. Atiffiifsii, cap. ii. V,, pp. 073, 680. 

' See that very learned lieatisa of Cardinal Bona, Rerum LilurgicaTum de kit 
gaae ad Missam generalim apeclant, Lib. i. cap, iv. pp. g(l3, £04, for proofs of 
A^Qeatly offering the Moly Victim of propitiation, and from the earliest ages 
of Iha Christian Ctmrch. Opera Omnia Emin. Dam. D. Joaniiu Bo»a, a. R. E. 
' "■ Antwerp edition, *,!>. 1723, folio. 
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t celebrated in many ancient churches,' allowed aa a practice in 
our early religioua houses, the secret of our saint's priestly ordi- 
nation could not long be concealed. It is more difficult to com- 
prehend how, as a monk, he had not been questioned on the 
subject of his having already received the pecuhar and noticeable 
ecclesiastical tonsure. However, there can hardly be any doubt, 
after Abbot Maelruan discovered the real name, virtues, and learn- 
ing of hia highly-gifted disciple, with his dispoBitions for the otBce, 
Aengns must soon have been raised to the sacerdotal dignity. 
For want of more complete records, referring to our saint's 
biography, not having seen many early copies of his works, and 
■wilh kttle serving for autobiography in his own writings, our 
present imperfect lights, regarding Ins private acts, occasionally 
require ua to launch upon a sea of conjecture. 

Towards the saints of his country, jEngus seems to have en- 
tertained an extraordinary veneration. According to Colgan'a 
account, he wrote five distinct books, " I)e Sanctis Hiberniae", 
■which treat, in a particular manner, about their several lives, or 
on matters pertaining to them. In the first book, he gives tlie 
different distinctions of these saints in classes; he enumerates 
three hundred and forty-five bishops, two hundred and ninety- 
nine abbots and priests, and seventy-eight deacons. These he 
has comprised within the limits of three chapters. The second 
book is known as the " Homonymi", or the enumeration of saints 
bearing similar names, but distinmiished by various other titles. 
It mentions eight hundred and fifty-five distinct persons, under 
sixty-two different names, and it is divided into two parts; the 
first part containing fifty chapters, on holy men of the same 
name, and the second twelve chapters on holy women. The 
third book, known as the "Book of Sons", divides the saints 
into another classification. It names saints who are descended 
from the same father, and afterwards only sons, each cited by 
the father's name. Lastly, are enumerated female saints, in 
their descent from the same father. The names of ninety-four 
fathers,' who had one saint, or more saints than one as children, 
are here preserved, although the number of saints cannot be 

' Carijinal Bona, Eerum Liliirgicanim di hit gyae ad Maiam gerterallm spec- 
tani. Having deecribed different rites for celebrating tho H0I7 Bacritice, be 
remarlce: "sctas aliquxndo in Monasleriis Missai a aolu aacerdote nemiae 
praesents et reipondente, quae idcirco eolitariac dictae aint" . . . Verom 
MiBSsa privataB non a Monachia, aed a primae Eccltaiac Patribni originem 
iraniiie uapite eequenti OEtendani : Miaaaa nuCvm aolitaria* in co«nohiii actaa 
ex indu1geniin,ut loquitur Eduenaia, sive ex privilegto; uationicoeMncttoDetde- 
monicmiit, quae eublatia umnibua privilegiis, ne quia boIus Misaaa agerat, dia- 
tricie proliibuerunt". Lib. 1. cap. xiii. p. 2S0. 

' Culgan sdde, " omisaii aliquot aliia, quae prae nimiii exes! codicil vetuatate 
legi non posiunt". Acta SaacCorum Hiberniae, xi. MartiL Vila S, JSnguttii, 
cap. xlv. p. 081. 
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discovcied. TJie fourth book compiJECs the names oT tw 
hundred and ten saints, ■with their maternal genealogy. It 
would appear from this title, that the paternal genealogy of 
those eamts had been previously written, either by another 
hand, or by that of -^ngus. The fifth " Book of Litanies^" 
enumerates, in form of an invocation, a long list of sainta. 
several of its invocations, the principal name, with associa 
disciples, ia generally found. This name usually pertains 1 
the saint who presided over a particular monastery, with ti 
number of lioly disciples under his rule ; or a saint ivho wal 
buried at some particular church, with his companions, who] 
"slept in the Lord"; or perchance some apostle, who, with his 
numerous band of missionaries, went forth to preach the Gospel 
to benighted nations.' The names, or native places of many 
foreigners, who flocked to the hives of learning and sanctity in _ 
Ireland, are noted in an especial manner. Here are found ia-i 
Toked the names of Italian, Egyptian, British, and GaUic sainta 
who had been buried in Irelaim.' 

Dr. Lamgan incorrectly asserts, that the foregoing work is 
Bome times called taltatr-na-rajin, which means, the Metrical 
or Multipartite Psalter' But it would appear from Colgan'a 



1 appea 
' See alio Harris' Ware, vol. iii. WnUrs of Ireland, book i. chap. 
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' 'llie portion of this vrork, known as the Litany, has been translated u 
pnbliBhed for the first time in the Irish Ecclesiastical IteMrd, yo\. i 
xxxii. and sxJiiiL, for May and June, iaS7. The original Irish occupies 
■ide of the page, in the Irish ctiaiacters ; wiiile on the opposite nide, there ia a 
correct English traoslatlon, by a competent scholar, writing under the initial* 
B. M. C. Explanatory notes are found at the toot of nearly all those pagea. 
A learned dissertation precedes this Litany, taken from the AichiTea of St. 
Isidore's Franciscan Convent, at Borne. Some years ago, Or. Todd examined 
this MS., containing ten folia, whic;)i he found to have constituted a part of 
the Book of Leiaster, This fact would seem to identify it with the MS. seen 
St Louvain, and described by Father Seller, the Botlandist, as we have al- 
ready stated. In point of antiquity, therefore, this version dates back to the 
first half of the twelfth century. These foiia contain the Martyrology of 
Tallaghl — to which allusion has been already made — together with five of 
seven works attributed to JEngus. Ward and Colgan consulted this MS. ; fbr 
their readings seem to have been marked, and these are very useful in assisting 
the Irish scholar to decipher certain woriis. However legible in their time, 
these are nearly altogether defaced at present. In Ward's and Sirin's Acts of 
Bt. Kumold, published at Louvain in 1G<i2, this Litsny is quoted at great 
length, p. S06. With the exception of the groups of seven bishops, nearly all 
the saints, whole intercession is invoked, are given. 

' EccUsiasucai History of Irtland, vol. iii. chap. xx. § x. p. 247. And in 
note (106, p. :j51) he remarks on this passage: " Under this title Colgan sayi 
(I'i., p. 562) that it appears in some old Irish MSS. and that he got a part of 
II with tbe inscription, from Sallair-na-Tann aompostd by Aengua Celt-lie, 
He observes, that tbe latest saint mentioned in it is Si. TigeroatJi, son of St. 
Mella, and founder uf Doire-nielle (sea chap. xix. § IS), who died abbot of 
Kill-Bchad, in the now county of Cavan, on the 4th of floTember, a.d. 8QS f 
<S06>. fciea AA. SS. p. T9ti, and ArchdaU at £illaehad). This ti ft itroag J 
proof of the aeeerttun that Aengus was the author of tliia work". 
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etatement, t^iat the Saltair-na-rann was altogetlier a distinct 
work.' After describing tho work, " De Sanctis Hiberniae", 
lie mentions the Saltair-na-rann as having been composed in 
the Irish language [ and, of course, as beuig distinct from tlie first 
named treatise, which had been written mostly in Latin. Yet, I 
must confess, that the sentences employed by Colgan in his 
account are rather ambiguous.' The wort entitled " De Sanctis 
Hiberniae", does not appear to have been a metrical compo- 
sition, as may be seen in extracts taken from it, and found in 
many of Colgan's notes. The Saltair-na-rann comprises a Hia- 
toiy of the Old Testament,' written in verse,* and which ia 
attributed to iEngus as its author. We are informed, that the 
Chronicle of ^ngus Ceil^ De, known as Sallair-na-Rann, i.e. 
" Saltair of the Poems" or " Verses", has been so called, because, 
Salm, " Psalm", and a Poem are the same." It contains one 
.hundred and fifty poems, composed in the finest style of the 
Gaelic language, as understood in the eighth centuiy. 

This celebrated work of Aengus Ceile De has been called 

' There is a. MS. Martyrolosty, entitled Saltair-na-Sann, preserved In Iha 
British Museum [EgertoD, 185]. It is a thin, small quarto-sized volume io 
verse, and, with exception of a, few pages, it lias been written in Ibe bold and 
•ccurnte hajid of Uubhaltach Mac Kirbiaigb. about the year 1650. It consieU 
<d' elxty-Bevcn pages, containing five quatraine, or twenty lines, on eacb 
page. The title is in aj:cordance with the second quatrain, which, as Angh- 
eised, thua begins: 

" The Saltair of th« verses ahsll be the name 
Of my poem r it is not an unwiie title". 

This Satlair-jia-Eanii, however, is entirely distinct from that of Aengus 
Ceile De. 

■ " Opua ex jam memoratis opascalis conflatumio qnibusdain ant iquia patriae 
membraui^ patrio sermone iutitulatur Saltuir-na-raiin : quae vox Latiue led- 
dita Paalterium metricum. nunc Psaltcrium mutlipartitum denolat. £t in 
ntroque senen, diverea S. Aenguisii opera recte eic iuscribi poterant", Aala 
Sanctorum Hiberniae, xi Marta, Vila S. Atngusaii, cap. xv. pp. 681, 683. I 
know not on what authority Harris niakea the following etatement with regard 
to j^nguB, when he says, " to him is aacribed by some Psalter-na-Tann, being 
a Miscellany Coliectioii of Iiish affairs, in prose and verse, Latin and Iri<A". 
Harris' Ware, vol. ii, Wriiers of Irdand, book i. p, fiy. 

' The other Sallair-na-Rann, to which allusion has been made in a preceding 
note, contains three hundred and twelve quatrains, written in the inferits 
Gaelic of the sixteenth, if not of a later century. Yet, it is not, strictly 
s|>eaking, a Gaelic Martyrology ; for all the Irish saints FroEeesor O'Curry 
could discover in it were, St. Piitriclc, St Brigid of Kildare, St. Ciaran of 
Saighir, and St. Ciaran of Clonmacnois. According to the poet's arrangement, 
every quatrain commenced with a saint's name, but somettmes there are three 
or even four quatrains devoted to one day, as the number of festivals happened 
to fall within it. Every saint, however, has a flepnraie quatrain devoted to 
him. The modern writer, who supplied Mac Firbis's omissions, has admitted 
•ome incorrectiona. See Ltclures on Ihe Manuscript Materiala of Ancitnt Iriih 
Bittory, Lect Xia. pp. 360, 3111, and Appendix, No. CJJt. p. GOB. 

* Harris suya, this work had been written ia ek^anl utttrt, but he teems lo - 
distinct Vfork froiu the Psaltar-na-raan. 
SeeMev.Dr. Keatia^a Uittory of Inland, Prtjate. This writer adds that 

Saiuriam and a Daanairt, or " buolc of poems", are identical. 
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Siltair-na-rann} It is distributed into parts.' It has beenl 
written in the form of prayers, tending to raise the reader's j 
mind to the love of God, and to the celebration of His praise, J 
for all tlie Creator's works are referred to His greater glory, and' J 
rest upon His power as their final cause. The foregoing reasons J 
are assigned by Colgan for this work deserving the title off 
Saltair-na-Tann.' A different work, compiled from the f 
small treatises already mentioned, in which our saints are la-A 
voked, in the form of a prayer, might be well called Pgallerium\ 
muUipartitum, as Colgan remarks, on account of the various I 
parts into which it is distributed. He adds, that both authority I 
testifies and evidence persuades us, that it had been thus in- . 
scribed and composed by St .^ngus. The authority assigned I 
is that of an old parchment MS., from which the treatise, | 
" Homonym!", already described, has been extracted. It i 
sent from Ireland' to Colgan. It bore the following title:, 

' This IB most probalilj the work described liy O'ReiHy, where ha saya t. 
" Aengua also wrote the Psaher-na-rann, whiuh ia an abridged history of the 
descendants of Abraham, from the birth of Isaac, until after the death of ' 
Moses''. • • ■ ■ • • " The Psaller-nn'Tann i» preaeived in a large 
MS., the properly of Sir William Betliam. It U wrilten in a fine strong hand, 
and occapies upwards of six folio piigea, closely written on the largest size 
vellum". Chronological Account of marly Four Hundred Irish VPrilers, p. liv. 

' In Harris' ll'nre, vol. iil ( IVriCers o/ Ireland, hook i. chap. v. p. 33), it Is 
said that some ascribed to Aengua a Psaller-tia-raan, being a miscellany on 
Irish affairs, in prose and verse, Latin and Irish. " Aengus wrote no such 
work". Bays Dr. Lanigan, " and his only Psalter, or Saltair-na-rann, were 
those above mentioned. Harris got bis information either from Toland, or 
from some one who took it from him. In his Naxannus (Letter a. sect. 3) 
Tolsnd says that Aengus wrote a chronicle, entitled Psalter-na-rann". Thii 
is characterized as a falsehood invented by an impious writer, who did not wish 
it to be known, that Aengus was chiefly employed in treating about ssints, 
and that he used to invoke them. At chap. ii. § g, Toland advances a still 
more monstrous statement, viz , that the Irish used not pray to saints. Now, 
nothing is more cleat in our ecclesiastical history, than that our ancient Irish 

frogenitors were in the habit of invoking them. Dungal, a most learned 
risbman of the early times, defends this practice against Claudius. Brogan, 
who in the seventh century wrote St. Brigid's Life in Irish verre, often in- 
vokes her in the course of it, and concludes with these words: " There are 
two holy virgins in heaven, who may undertake my protection, Mary and St. 
Brigld, on whose patronage lit each of us dtpend". To omit many other proofs, 
Adamnan, In his Vita ti. C'oltimba, lib. li. cap. 45, bears testimony. This pran- 
tice was so general in Ireland, and so well known to learned men, nho hava 
examined our history, that In bis JJiscourse an the Religion of the Ancient Irish, j 
Ussber found it expedient not to touch on invocation of the saints. See i)r, 
Lanigau's MccUsiaelical Histtiry of Ireland, vol. ill. chap. 2Uf. § x. n. 107, 
p. 251. 

* Colgan says i " Uti aptisslme In utroque sensn Sattaii^na-rann, i.e. Fsalte- 
num metricum, vel Psalterium multipartitum, vocari posset { nti et de facto 
in alterutro, vel utroque senau nuncupari et intitulari eonsoevlt". Acta Save- ' 
(iTum Hiberniae, xi, iJartii. Vita *. Aengusiii, cap. xv. p. 688. The lata Pro 
lessor Eugene O'Curry told me, he liad examined a magnificent copy of the , 
Ptaller-na'Riinn, at Oxford. At that time, he Informed the writer, no perfect 
copy of it was known to lie extant in Iteland. 

* The potsOD who brought this book with him from Ireland was the Very i 
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" Homonymi Hibemiae Sancti ex Saltair-na-rann, quod compo- 
suit ^ngussiua Keledeus". The Saltair-na-rann ia interpreted 
by Colgan to mean the Mulliparlite Psalter. Reason, he saya, 
induces us to believe that this had been a work of St jEngus, 
since there ia no saint found in any portion of it, who had not 
departed hfe before the time of St. ^ngus. or who had not 
Ijeen, at least, his cotemporary. Ihis matter had been dis- 
covered, by a careful collation of this treatise with our annals 
and native records. According to these later authentic sources, 
no saint, mentioned in the work alluded to, is found to have 
lived after a,d. 800, except St. Tigernach, tbunder of Doire- 
melle monastery. He is said to have departed ad. 805, at 
which time there can be no doubt that .^ngus was still living. 
For, although our annals relate the death of St. Melditribius 
in the year 840, yet, it is doubtful, if he be the saint bearing 
that name, and mentioned in the fortieth chapter of tlie second 
book, as already described.' 

There are Pedigrees of Irish saints yet existing, and these have 
been generally ascribed to Aengus Ceile De. Several copies of 
this tract are preserved in our ancient MSS. ; but it is doubtful, 
if any of these date back, in their present state, to the time of 
AenguH, towards the close of the eighth or beginning of the 
ninth century. In the copies we possess, there may be defections 
or additions, as compared with the original composition. The 
oldest copy known is also the best and most copious,' and its 
genuineness has been generally admitted by moat of our anti- 
quarians. It is the more valuable, because it almost invariably 

Rev. Fuller Francia Mathew, at one time Oiiarilian of tlie Convent at Louvaia, 
and Franciscan Frovinciul over the Iriah provinee. He was a man of much 
eruditian, aD^tcritj of life, and verj zealous in tlie cause of religion. He 
preBented thii work, already mentiooed, to Colgan, in the year 1U33. By bia 
preaching, exhortations, and pious labunri, he had greatly contributed for 
many years lo the advaJiceoiBnt and preservation of Ireland'a orthodox and 
penei.'uted faith. At leugth, having eoditred various trials und tortures, with 
the greatest patience aod oooBtanoy, this pious auScrer was put to death by 
the f roteitaots, A D. 1643. Colgan adds, that GeolTiey Keating, also, ia the 
Becond book of his History, attributps this work to St..£nguB. See Colgan'i 
Aclu Saticlonim HSienaae, xi. Atarlii, a. 14, p. 583. 

' See Colgau's Ada Sanclorum Jlibetniae, xi. MarliL Vita S. jEngasaii, 
cap. XT. p. 582. Colgan observes, that he was induced to treat, at eome 
lungCh, on the valuable norka of this venerable saint, that bis readtrs might 
know what great antiquity aod authority attached to the aforesaid Martyro- 
logies and other works, and which he had so frequently taken occasion to 
quote in hia ovrn volumes. Ibid. It would also appear, Colgan intended to 
publish the works of St. .£ngU8, had his own lite been prolonged. Jbid,, 
cap. xir. p. 581. 

' Thia IS found in the Book of Leinster, which wu compiled within the 
years 1 I2U and 1 160. A copy is contained in Ibe Book of Ballymote, compiled 
In 1391 ; and another in the Book of Leuain, written a.d. i4lii. A later still 
it found in the great Book of Qenealogies, <M}mpiled by Dudley Mac Firbii, 
in lii50. 
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gives references to the sites of churches, in connection with the 
holy persona whose pedigrees aie found recorded. It often 
enumerates and traces the lineage of groups of persons or asso- 
ciates, who occupied these churches at one time, and occasion- 
ally their successors for a few generations. In the form of 
annotations, an immense amount of ccclEsiastical and topogra- 
phical information is conveyed. These historic comments esta- 
blish with satisfactory exactness a date for the foundation of 
nearly all our primitive churches. It is an almost invariable 
rule with the venerable genealogist, to trace the pedigree of each 
saint to some remarkable personage, whose name and period 
can be ascertained from our national records and books of secular 
genealogy.' 

This is the oldest collection of our national saints' pedigrees 
known to be in existence. Its exact time of compositioa 
cannot be determined, but it was probably one of Aengi 
latest and most matured Hterary efibrts. 

VII — Modes of life at Tallagh until the time arrived for 
departure. — St. .^ngus returns to Clonenaah, tchere he it 
chosen as Abbot. — Supposed to have been a Chorepiseopus — 
Occasianal retirement to Dyaart Enos. — Hit death and burial. 
— Value of St. .^ngui hagiographieal works. — Conclusion. 
We may well conceive how affectionately and agreeably 
passed their hours of occasional relaxation, as of study, while 
the holy Abbot Melruan and Aengus were companions, in 
the coenobium at Tallagh. Their interchange of pious and cul- 
tivated thought must have proved mutually conducive to the 
accuracy and unction of those hagiographieal and sacred histo- 
ric works, which seem specially to have had a Uterary fascini' 
tion for them. The teaching of ecclesiastical and secular learning 
probably engaged a considerable part of their daily monastio 
routine. For we cannot doubt but native and foreign litera- 
ture, as also the science of the period, was then taught in the 
school of Tallagh, with the religious tr^ning and dogma pecu- 
liar to such eatabhshments. It seems evident, from references 
made to Eusebius and St. Jerome, that Aengus was well versed 

' Bee ProfesBor Eugene 0'Currj''8 Leclares on the Maan-^criiit Materials of 
Ancient Irish History, Leut, Xvii. pp. 359, 360. This learned writer adde : " By 
referring to Ihete peijigrees, yaumiiy BHsilj Sod the time at which any of tha 
enrly saints of Brino flouriehed. As, for instance, St. Colum Citle is recordi-d 
to hare been the son of FtidlimidA, eon of Fergaa, sod of Cuaall, sod of NisIL 
" of the Nine Hostages", monarcli of Krinn, who was killed in the year WS, 
Now, by allowinii llie qbiihI aierage of thirty years to eaoh of the foBT gene- 
ratiuns frum Niall to C^olum, making 120 years, nod adding tliem to 40a, wa 
shall find that Colum (who is known to have died iti the year S92) must have 
been born about the year 620. He was actually borii, na we kngw fnim other 
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in the Greek as in tlie Latin language. So long as Melruan 
lived, peace and security reigned within the Irish monastic en- 
closures. Had he survived a few years, the tocsin of alarm 
would have sounded the first approach of Northman invasions ; 
while many of the shrines and illuminated Books of Erinn wore 
destined to sufier wreck and ruin from the Pagan spoilera. 

When holy Melruan had been called to bliss, our saint keenly 
felt the lo93 of his society and gentle rule. The sylvan shades 
around Tallagh had less attraction during the noon-tide walk, and 
more lonely seemed the solitudes of scarped ravines and mountains. 
Climbing topmost heights of the latter, the eyes of Aengus were 
often turned towards the rich plains beneath, through which the 
LifFey and Barrow flowed. Peering beyond their bounds, the 
Lills of Dysart were seen on a distant south-western horizon. 
Old associations were revived; nor were the monastery and 
monks of Clonenagh forgotten in the train of awakened recol- 
lections. Perhaps some message fi'ora its superior and inmates 
urged his return. In prosecuting his archaic studies, Aengus 
had travelled to many places, and always with some holy and 
useful object in view. It now seemed the will of Heaven, that 
he should turn once more towards the land of Leix and Ossory ; 
and, accordingly, we may suppose a sympathetic tear coursed 
down his cheeks and those of his fellow-religious, when he took 
scrip and staff, bidding adieu for the last time to those blissful 
haunts of science and religion, where he had spent some of his 
life's best years. We know not the exact period when he parted 
from this mountain home ; but, it appears altogether likely, his 
renowned superior had departed this life before Aengus thought 
of leaving, nor had the eighth century drawn quite to its close. 

jEngus survived his friend the holy Abbot of Tallaght for a 
very considerable period. The name of St. Molruan is found 
in his Festilogium, where he is called the " Bright Sun of 
Ireland".' This circumstance seems to prove, that his work, 
in its finished state, must have been composed subsequently to 
the year 79i- After remaining some years at Tallaght, ^ngua 
returned to Clonenagh His ascetic and literary fame must 
have culminated to a high degree, at .the time his thoughts 
reverted to the old retreat: — ■ 

" Here to returu and die at home at lasf'.* 

' A miBtake, probably a t/pagraphica1 one, occurs in Dalton'a History of 

I ti« Counlu of JJub!in,p. 761, where the death of Salot Molruau, or Maelruan, 

I !■ referred to the year 787, whereas the year 7HB is named for the fint arrival 

r .^ngui at Tallaght. 'i'he real date for St. ftlolruan'B death is th^ 7ih day 

' July, 792. This acuooiplislied and uauntly accurate hietorinn iDcorrectly 

1* u», when giriug the hiBtory of Tallight, and spealLiug uf jEDguH, that he 

d " Abbot of this house in 824". Ibid, 

"OUrerGuldiinilh'a Trat-elhr. 
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Doubtless, lie ivaa wtlcoraed by the good abbot and his commu- 
nity at Clonertagh. Over this great monastery, in duo course 
he was choseu Abbot. He ia said to have succeeded Me- 
lalhgenius, who died in 7o7 [recte 718), according to Ware.' 
He was also elevated to the episcopal dignity ; for it was a very 
usual practice then prevailng in Ireland, to invest the superiora 
of all our great religioug houses with this exalted rank. But, 
■we may regard this dignity he obtained, as qualifying him to be 
classed only with the inferior prelates, known as Chorepiscopi, 
in early times. Dr. Lanigan thinks it probable, that St. .^ngua 
had been Abbot over a monastery at Dysartenos, which he is 
supposed to have founded, whilst he also presided over Clone- 
nagli." 

But notwithstanding his elevation, and the duties that de- 
volved upon him, in virtue of hia high office, as Abbot over 
the greater monastery, that favourite retreat at Dysartenos,* 
seems to have been ever dear to hia re collection a. Finding hia 
end approaching, .lingua withdrew to the scenes of hia former 

' It ia not probable, however, Clmt our saint was the immediate Guccesaor of 
MelatligeniuB. Bji his naiiiesake, .lEngas Ceiie lie \i called Abbot, la the 
Martjrologiea ciled in a aocceeding note, it will be seen, that ha was also 
styled Bishop. 

' Anntlier jEnjruB, who was almost contemporary with this saint, has left 
an elegsnc puem in praise of him. From thiB poem Colgan derives a great 
part of t>t. Aengus Cetle De's AiU. That the writer of this poem was abbot 
at Clouenagb, as al^o at Disert-Aengas, is possible, and Colgaii obBerves, that 
his hints are even stronger as to the latter place. The matter can easily be 
settled. As both places lay near each otber, within the barony of Mary- 
borough, Aengus might have been abbot over both these establishments. Diaert-, 
Aengiu, which comnjenced with himselr, may be considered simply as a cell 
to the older and greater monaatery at Clauenagh. AC Clunenagh and DUert- 
enos, or I>isert-Aen)ina, Arclidall has inverted the order of Aengus' trans- 
actions. After making Aengua fuund an abbey at Diaett- Aengus, Arclidall 
sends him to Tallaglit, where, it is said, he died. Now, it ia clear from the 
.4c(s, that Aengua was no more than a simple monk when heremoTed to 
Tailaght. As to the place of liia death, it could not have been Tallaght; for, 
as we find in said Acu, he was buried at Cloneoagh. That Aengus, who was 
panegyrist of uur saint, seema to have been, as Colgan juatly conjectares, 
abbot Aengus, surnamed the WUe. He beluuged to Qlonfert-Molua, and died 
in 658 or BS9. See Colgan, AA. SS. p. SSS. and also )>r. Lanigan's Eccleai- 
attkal BUtors oj Inland, vol. JIE. chap. XX. § x. n. 96, pp. 248, 24% In a 
succeeding note. Dr. Lanigan remaikei "Considering the Jiiah practice of 
promoting eminent abbots to the episcopacy, we need not look for any other 
see for him than one of the above mentioned monasteries". Ibid., n. 99, 
p. Z49. 

' Mr. O'Donovan, in the Tenth Article of his edited MisceUajiy of the Irish 
Archaeological Society, vol. i. note g., comments on the term Diacrt, a common 
topographical prelix to Irish localities. He says: — "This word, wliich is 
translated deserlai locia in " Cormac'a Glossary", and disertum by Colgan 
(Ada SancloruiB, p. RT9), is sometimes used in ancient Irjsh manuscripta, to 
denote a hermitage, or an asylum for pilgrims or penitents. It occurs in this 
latter aense In the Leabhar Bratc, ful. 100, a. a., and in tha Book of Lieinster, 
JntheMS. Library of Trinity College, Dublin, H. a, 12, fol. 113, b.a".— ^mA 
C/ioHers in V,6 Booh i.j Kdk, n. (g.) p. 1 13. 
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retirement and austerities. He breathed his last prayers with 
his last breath, about the year 824, according to the most pro- 
bable conjecture, on Friday, the llth day of March.' Sir 
James Ware names one or other of the years 819, 824, or 830, 
conjectu rally, as referring to our saint's death, from the circum- 
stance of the llth March falling on the feria sexta, or Friday, 
at each of these dates. Professor Eugene O'Curry thinks St, 
Aengus CeiM De must have died about the year 815.' We 
know not how many years he lived; but probably this saint had 
not attained a very advanced age, when hia death occurred. 

.^ngus was buried at Clonenagh, according to hia Acts, as 
given by Colgan.' But, whether he died there or at Dysartenos 
is uncertain.' If he built a monastery at the latter place, no 
trace of its ruins can be discovered at present ;' and henco, it 
might be a safe conjecture to suppose Dysartenos had been 
only a cell or hermitage, constructed by St. iEngus, for hia sola 
accommodation and retirement.' 

■ " There lieing good reason to think that Aeogut gurvived the yea SOS, 
Colgan conjecturea thst Cha year of hia death was either 319, 824, or SJO; 
vlierea* in each of them the 1 1th of March fell on & Friday". Dr, Laoigan'i 
Ecclesiaslical EistoTg oflreiand, vol. iii. chap, XX. § x. a. 100. p. 2*9. "Ita 
e'idem die Martyralogiam Tamlact. A.e7tgtai\i Eptscopi Hobhnii ntpotia. 
Marian. Magn<is Aenguisiaa Hobteaii nepos Epiacopus, Mart. DungalL Atn- 
fiusius nepos Hobhnii, Episcnpia, tslgui eomooiuit fiitilogam. In ipso etiam 
Aengaagii Festilogio in quibiudam exemplaribus pooitaT Data hac diei aed 
iUa iuaulaa additio est ; quae idcirco in vetusCioribua ezsmplarbna noa repe- 
litur". Caiman's Acta Sanrtoruia ffibemiae, xi. MartO, n. 16, p. 583. 

' See Lectures on tlie Idamiacript Materials of Annient Irish History, Lect. 
x»ii, p. 863. 

' See Acta Sanctorum Hiberrdae, xi. MartU, Vita S. Atngtiiaii, cap, zvi. p. 
£82, 

' In the note alread; giv^n, the anonjmons scholiast saya, that our saint 
■was both educated and buried at Disert- Aengus, It is certain, however, that 
Aen^ua had been educated at Clonenagh. Colgan remarks, that the Uisert 
named, either is nut ditferent from Clonenagh, or our eainC moat probably died 
&nd had been bnried at the Srat place, hia body having been afterwarda ti'ans- 
bted and deposited at Clonenagh. But, he acknowledges that our annala maka 
ft diatinction between both places, as in reality they were bound to do. A dis- 
tance of some miles iDtervenes between DyaaTtenos and Clonenagh. The 
present writer ia fully cognizant of tiiia fact, and has loug been conversant 
Witb the bearing and local peculiarities of both placea. 

° Alluding to thia locality of Dysartenos, however, a writer veil knowing 
ita folk-lore observes: " Not many years ago, the remains of the foundation of 
St. Aengus's sacred edifice were dincovered by a farmer, who professed the doc- 
trines of the Church of England, This farmer, much to his credic. reverea- 
tially would not euCfer the remains to be disturbed. He re-covered with earth 
the atone ati'ps that rested at the foot of the onue altar, on which the holy an- 
choret offered the Sacrifice of the Mass. The Held in which this discovery was 
made is near to the dwelling of Mr. James Lawler". O'Byrne's B\atorg of iht 
Queen's County, chap, xxi. p. 57. 

' Id what part of Dysartenos pariah this cell, or mooastery, if socb, waa 
(ituatird, the antiquary is not likely to discover. Mauj remains of old bnil- 
dioga are yet atanding in the immediate neighbourhood. If, however, I might 
t)« allowed to offer a conjecture, St. Aengns possibly selected for his cell the 
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It is indeed very certain — as a distinguished Iiiah scliolai and 
moat devoted Catholic' well ohaerves — that St. Aengus Ceild 
De' cannot be set down for an ignorant nor a supers titioua 
monk; but, on the contrary, he must ever be regarded as a 
git^d writer, deeply read in the Holy Scriptures, and in ths 
civil and ecclesiastical history of the world. He was especialljr 
versed in that historic lore contained in what he calls enthusi- 
astically " The Host of the Books of Erinn". Taking the 
Festology of St. Aengus as a purely historic tract, largely in- 
terwoven with the early civil and ecclesiastical history of 
Ireland, there is probably no European country which possesses 
Bo early a national douument and one of a character so im- 
portant. A great number of the primitive Christian inhabitants 
and strangers, in our island, have been introduced by name 
into this valuable treatise. Their festival days, with copious 
references to the early denominations and exact situations of 
our old churclies and monasteries, severally founded by many 
of them, are accurately given; and already, by means of thia 
tract, if not all, at least nearly all, of these foundations may be 
or have been identified, by competent archaeologists. His 
other writings are hardly less valuable for their historic, national, 
and religiouB interest. 

The truly learned are ever truly humble. But to raise this 
latter qualification to the degree of heroic virtue requires a 
special intervention of the spirit of wisdom. Towards our 
saint, God's choicest graces appear to have been vouchsafed. 
From his early years, he was gifted with a docile mind, an 
ardent love of true perfection, humiHty of disposition, an un- 
derstanding capable of comprehending a wide circle of science, 
Bite on which the former Protestant church of Dysart may Dow^lbe'seen, sa a 
l^om para lively modern rain. Wh^n Sir Charles Coots wrote big Slatislical 
Stirvtyof the Qjiten's Coiinii/, in 1801, he describes DysarC uhurch, as etanding 
" on oDe of the lofty liiiJs of tlie same name, with a square tower or steeply 
which has a very picturesque appearance". Chap. at. § iv. p. 117. An 
ancient graveyard is to be found there, even yet much resorted to for the in- 
termentof deceased CaUiolica. No doubt, the very old parish church occupied 
this sil«. From or near this elevated poaition, the ruins of Cloneniigb'a 
" seven churchas" are clearly visible utider favouring circumstaJioea. 

' See Professor Eugene U'Curcy'B iseftires on (Ae J/«niiscn/iI MateriaU of 
AriCKOt Irish History, Lect. xvli., p. 370. " ' 

' In a coDtiibation to the Gtnthmajfa Mogatmetui the month of July, 1805, 
the following remarlcs may be found, on the Irish (erm c^iW vi. Anglicised. ' 
Cutdee. It is "used by our annalists to denote a monkotfriar.evenat a com- 
paratively modern period of our history. In u'Donovao'a Annals of i/is Faur 
Hatters, at the year 16t)5, we £ad an application of snch term to the Domini- 
cans in Sligo nionastery. The reader, who desires the fullest accumulated 
testimonies aad learned investigation, in rcf^ence (u the Culdeei, will examine 
the researchful contribntion of the Bev. William Beeves, in Trartsaciianii of ike 
koyallrith Aeademy, vol. sxiv. It has eiace been published as a separate traeC, 
entitled, The C'lldets of the BHiish Inlands, as tkfy appear W History, icith an 
Appendix of Evidmcesi Dubiiu. IBCi". 
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Luman and divine, with an imagination, fervid, brilliant, chaste, 
and correct, as ever gifted a poet. Our Cliurch and country 
Lave received no inconsiderable services from the literary labours 
and learning of this saint, while his life had been beautifully 
and edityingly consistent with his teaching and acquirements. 
Some men possess dazzling qualities and acquire renown in 

I this world, while their minds and dispositions are cold, vitiated, 
and corrupt; they may shine among their fellow- mortals, as the 
akin of the venomous snake or crawling reptile appears radiant 
with variegated colours, under the rays of a bright sun. On 
the contrary, in solitude and retirement, wishing to avoid the 
applause or rewards of the world, under a rude garb and 
exterior, our saint, like the glow-worm, luminous even through 
the darkness of night, has diffused a steady and an undiminished 
light over the obscurity of our scattered ecclesiastical records 
and traditions, in his own time and for preceding ages. He 
has likewise transmitted to us some of the most venerable 
remains of our ancient aud holy literature, so long and so pro- 
videntially preserved in Ireland and in more distant countries. 
Let us hope, that under the careful editorship of a competent 
Irish scholar, these fragments will be gathered ere they perish, 
that they will be committed to typo, pubhshed, and thus ren- 
dered accessible to the generality of readers. While such 
documenta serve to excite and sustain our religious feelings, 
they also fan the spiiit of patriotism, and serve to extend still 
more the real fame of our beloved country. The holy Aengua 
Ceilt? De laboured wisely and well in his generation. He has 
left to this day and to all succeeding generations, the heritage 

■ of his zeal, his learning, his genius, his virtues, and his noble 
example. 
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